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| PREFACE. 
" 1 


HE Humour of thinking 
and writing freely upon . 
| the Subject of Religion be- 
ing now carried to that 
pitch, that neither Reaſon can correct, 


, 


„„ Hor 


| 
. 
N 


The Preface. 
nor Law put a Stop to it; the beſt way 
to anſwer all Cavils and Objections, and to 
determine all Controverſies and Diſputes 


upon this important Matter, will be, to 
begin all a-new ; to lay aſide all Pre- 


judices and Prepoſleiſ ons, both for and 
againſt Religion; and to ſuppoſe our 
ſelves juſt now entring upon the Enqui- 
Ty, Whether there be any fuch = or 
no * 


AND whoever will put bimſelf into 


this Situation, muſt immediately be con- 


vinced, that the Firſt Queſtion to be 


reſolved is, Whether there be any Future 
State appointed for Man : Whether, af- 
ter this Life ended, we ſhall ever live 
again, and be ſenſible of Happineſs or 
Miſery hereafter : For, if there be no 


5 State, then (as it will plainly ap- 


pear 
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pear from the following Diſcourſe ) we 
have no occaſion to enquire an fatther , 
and all the Glorious Things whith have 
been ſpoken of Religion, Reaſon, and 
Truth, will be wiped out and defaced : 

But if we are once convinced, that there 
will be a Future State of Happineſs and 
Miſery ; this one Principle will eaſily 
lead us into all neceſſary Truths, and moſt 
of thoſe Religious Difficiilties, which 
ſeemed formidable before, will vaniſh be- 
fore us. 


THE Proof of this ſingle Point is 
here attempted, in ſuch a maniltr as no 
Free-Thinker can object to. And, if 
any of them can be brought to a ſerious 
Belief of this one Article, it will, I am 
perſuaded, be no hard matter to give him 

Satisfaction upon any other head relating to 
1 Reli- 
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Religion, from whatever common Prin- 


ciples of Reaſon he himſelf ſhall think fit 
to lay down. 


4 FEW Copies of this Diſcourſe were 
printed about Seven Nears ago, and com- 
municated only to ſome particular Friends 
of the Author, without any intention then 
of making it more publick : But ſeveral 
other Diſcourſes of the like nature and ten- 
dency having been lately publiſhed, and the 
Thoughts of People being at preſent ear- 
neſtly engaged in Enquiries into the Firſt 
Principles both of Natural and Re- 
vealed Religion; tis humbly hoped, | 
that this ſmall Treatiſe may, at this time, 
contribute ſome thing toward promoting the 


ſame good Ends which are aimed at by 


thoſe. Learned Writers who, by the late 
bold Attempts of Unbelievers, have been 
Called 
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called out to defend our common Faith; 
and who have done it ( as far as I can 
judge) with greater ſtrength and clear- 
neſs of Reaſoning, than was ever done 


before. 
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HE Notion of a Futare State, 
in which Men will be rewarded 
or puniſhed, according to what 
they have done in this Life, is ſo 
agreeable to the common Reaſon of Man- 
kind, that the wiſeſt among the Heather he- 
lieved it upon the Ms ength of mere zatural 
B Prin- 
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Principles only, without any Aſſiſtance from 
Revelation, And now, ſince Life and Im- 
mortality are brought to light through the 
Goſpel, not only the Wiſe and Prudent, but 
the Simple andUnlearned, are fully ſatisfy'd 
of the Truth of this Do&rine. This is the 
main Article of a Chriſtian's Faith, the Foun- 
dation of all his Hopes, and the End of all 

his Labours. 
THE Scriptures indeed are exceeding 
plain i in this Point; ſo that whoever admits 
the Teſtimony of theſe ſacred Writings, mult 
needs believe a Reſurrection to Eternal Life : 
But then it 1s to be obſerved, that the Plain- 
neſs of the Revelation is, it ſelf, one great 
Occaſion why this zeceſſary and fundamental 
Article of all Religion is more queſtioned 
now than ever it was : The Reaſon of which 
is, that the Miſery and Torment prepared for 
Sinners, in another World, is every where 
throughout the New Teſtament ſet forth and 
repreſented to us under ſuch lively and affect- 
ing Figures, and with ſuch Circumſtances of 
'Terror and Deſpair ; and the Threats of Di- 
vine Vengeance are fo ſolemn and perempto- 
ry, that thoſe who cannot live up to the 
Rules of the Goſpel are diſpoſed to ſay, that 
God hath not ſpoken to us at all in times paſ? ; 
| that 


63 
that ſo they may avoid the Obligation of be- 
lieving that he will jadge us at the Laſt Day. 
TIT is in vain therefore to reaſon with 
ſuch Men on Judgment to come, out of Scri- 
ptare ; the only way to convince them of the 
Certainty of a future State is, to prove it to 
them from ſuch Principles as are common to 
all Mankind; ſuch as lie within every Man's 
reach, and uch as they muſt acknowledge 
and feel in themſelves to be true, without 
any external e or Influence, to direct 
them. And, were ſuch Conviction once 
thoroughly wrought 3 in them, all their other 
Objections to the revealed Word of God 
would ealily be removed. 

MANY are the Arguments ſuggeſted to 
us by natural Reaſon, and made uſe of both 
by Heathens and Chriſtiaus, to prove the 
Immortality of Man; but none can poſſibly 
have more Weight with a rational Creature 
than ſuch asare taken from the Conſideration 
of the End and Deſign of his Being. This 
is the peculiar Diſtinction, and boaſted Pri- 
vilege of our Nature, to guide our ſelves, to 
direct our own Ways, to chuſe the Good, and 
refuſe the Evi]: But this cannot be done 
_ without pointing our Actions to ſome End or 
other. In order therefore to act reaſonably, 

SES it 
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it is of the firſt Impor tance to us to conſider, 
what is the l c or malt proper End we ought 
to aim at. 

T HE viſeſt among the Ancients of every 
fort, who owned a God, believed him to be 
thi Author and * of all other things; 
the immediate Conſequence of which Opini- 


on was, that every thing was ordered by him 


for ſome wiſe End or Purpoſe. And eventhoſe 
who ſuppoſed every thing to exiſt without 
either Begiauing, or Cauſe; and thoſe alſo 
who aſcribed the Original of all things to 
ſome other Cauſe beſides Gad, did all agree in 
this, that ever y Being in the World, however 
it came to exiſt, had ſome par ticular End to 
which it was directed, and which, by its na- 
rural Frame and Diſpoſition, 1 it was fitted to 
attain. But, if we ſet afide the Conſideration 
of a Future State, it will neceſſarily follow, 
that Man was neither made by God, nor made 


ta any End or Parpoſe at all. Which mon- 
ſtrous Abſurdities are no otherwife to be 


avoided, than by acknowledging the Truth 
of this Propoſition, vi. that the true End of 
Man, and the only Reafon of bumane Life aſ- 


fe gnable, i is, to ferve God here, in order to be 


vary i in Þis Favour W | 


THIS 


0 2 

THIS alone (if it can be proved) is fuff 
cient to demonſtrate the Certainty and Nes 
ceſſity of a Future State. And this 1 ſhall 
endeavout to make good in the following 
Diſcourſe. 

I. BV a poſitive and dect Proof, taken 
from the Nature of Man, and the Circurn- 
ſtances of his Condition in this World. 

II. BY ſhewing, that all other Ends, 
which Men do, or can, propoſe to them- 
ſelves, are either unſuitable and improper, 
or unattainable. EY 5 

III. BY obſerving, that all the common 
Judg ments of Mankind, relating to their Be- 
ing and Conduct in this World, which have 
hitherto been reckoned unqueſtionable, = 
there be no future State, muſt be pronounced 
falſe. rm : 

I. IN the firft place then 1 am to make 
out the Truth of this Propoſiti tion, viz. that 
the true Eud of Man, and the only Reaſon of 
human Life afſi gnable, u, to ſerve God here, 
in order to te happy in his Favour hereafter ; 
by a poſitive direct Proof taken from the 
Mature of Man, and the Circumſtances of his 
Condition i in this World. 5 
AN, wherever we turn our Thoughts, 
Which way ſoever we direct our Enquiries, 
this 
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this Reflection will offer it ſelf. Whatever 
View we take of Man, we ſhall find the Pro- 
ſpeQ continually enlarging upon us, till it o- 
pen into axother World. But, if that be only 
an 7maginary State, then every thing we meet 


with here will come under the Character ei- 


ther of Myſtery, or Deluſion, and we ſhall be 
ſure of nothing but Vanity, and Vexation of 
Spirit. For, unleſs we are to live again, it is 


impoſſible to give any tolerable Reaſon why 


we ever exiſted at all: Except this be allow- 
ed, we can never explain why we were made 
and faſhioned after ſuch a manner: and, ſnould 
we ſuppoſe the contrary, many of the Capa- 
cities, Inclinations, and Deſires of our Nature 
muſt be accounted utterly uſeleſs and vain. 
If there be no future State, the Foundations 
of all Virtue and Religion will be entirely 
overthrown : And not only fo, but many of 
our Sins alſo will appear more unreaſonable 


and extravagant than now they do. 


TO ſhew this more particularly; let us 
conſider firſt the Short neſo, and Uncertainty, 
of human Life. When the Days of Man are 
faid to be as Graſs, as a Shadow, as a Tale that 
# told, we conſent to the Compariſons, that 
they are juſt, and we acknowledge all the 
Reſemblances of this nature to be true: But 

; which 
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which way ſhall we account for this Truth ? 
How is it poſſible to imagine that ſuch a ſcan- 
ty uncertain term of Being, as we now enjoy, 
is all that belongs to us, and that we are to 
have no other Portion or Inheritance but this? 
Upon ſuch a Suppoſition theſe Queſtions 
will be always asked, and never reſolved : 

What mean all thoſe Faculties of Reaſoning 
and Reflection that we are conſcious of, when 
we have not room to employ them in ? Why 
were we endued with Wiſdom from on high ? 
and, why was the Spirit of Counſel andUnder- 
ſtanding given us? only to lengthen out the 
| ſcanty Meaſure of a Span, and to add a few 
Words to an inſipid Tale? Had this been all 
our Buſineſs here, why was not our Sight 
bounded accordingly ? If Man were made 
for this Life only, and not deſign'd to aim at 
any thing beyond it, why - were not all his 
Deſires and ExpeQations confined within the 
Compaſs of his Being? When the time allot- 
red us to appear 1n is but a Span long, why 
are we continually reaching out into Eterni- 
ty, and never ſatisfy'd with any thing leſs than 
infinite ? When we haveattained to the Age 
of Man, what means that Deſire of living on? 
Why do we put the Thoughts of Death far 
from us, and do what we can to nouriſh in 
our 


(8 6 
our ſelves the Hopes of Immortality ? Were 
there no future State appointed for us, the 
Wiſdom of him that made us would have ſo 
ordered it, that we ſhould neither have feared 


to die, nor deſued to live beyond the Time 


allotted us. He Would likewiſe haue faſhion- 
ed our Thoughts after ſuch a manner, that we 
ſbould have had no Deſigns or Purſuits but 
What were. proper to this Life, and lay with- 
each: We thould have been fully ſa- 
with whatever we were 14 of 
ar procuring, for our ſelves, without 
ending, ous Endeavours or Deſires any far- 
cher: We ſhould not then have look d upon 
"what bad paſs d before we had a Beginning, 
nos fhould We have reached forward into the 
Ages. to came, and delized. to live for ever: 
We fhould' not have perceived that we were 
bart of Tofcerdayyand were to be goue To-mor- 
rau; but our Thoughts being all confined to 
the preſent Time, we ſhould have walked 


freight on in che way we were in, without 


knowing fiom whence we! ſet out, or whi- 
then we were gaping, Nay, had our Days been 
ſhartned ita Hours, we ſhould have been as 
welb contented with the Term aſſigned us, 
and none of the many Accidents; that now 
ha threaten aur Life, would have 


F given 
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given us the leaſt Apprehenſion of our being 
cut of before our Time. 

THUS it is reaſonable to think we ſhould 
have been made and diſpoſed, if there were 
no other Life but this; ſo that, had our ſtay 
here. been never ſo ſhort and uncertain, it 
would have been all one to us; becauſe we 
| ſhould not then have had the Misfortune of 
knowing the difference betweena ſhorterand 
a a longer Period. But now we find ourſelves. 
very uneaſy under theſe Thoughts, and e are 
amazed to conſider, that we ſhould be ſo cu- 
riouſly wrought and put together, and at the 
ſame time continually ſubject to be broken 
into Duſt again, and ſcattered upon the Face 
of the Earth; that it ſhould be ſo long before 
we come to our Strength, and ſo much lon- 
ger before we attain to any conſiderable De- 
grees of Knowledge; that, during this time, 
ſo much Care and Aſſiſtance ſhould be neceſ- 
ſary to bring us up to ſuch a State; and that, 
after all, when we have eſcaped innumerable 
Dangers in getting thus far, we ſhould have 
but a ſhort while to enjoy the Fruits of our 
own and other Peoples Labours, and ſhould 
be conſtantly expoſed to freſh Hazards of be- 
ing ſnatch'd away, before we come to thoſe 
Bounds which we are ſure we cannot paſs. 
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BUT, had we a longer and more certain 


| Continuance here, the next Enquiry will be, 


Why were we 5055 to Trouble ? Why are we 
always deſiring, and reaching out atter Hap- 


Pineſs, and yet conſtantly ſubje& to Pain and 


Miſery? And what means all that Calamity 
and Afi#7on that befalls the Children of 
Men? Fin this Life only we have Hofe, if 
there be no Recompenſe or Reward to be ex- 
peed hereafter, there js no tolerable Ac- 
count to be given why we are fo ill provided 
for in this World. Had we no Proſpect of a 


future Inheritance, it is moſt reaſonable to 


believe, that our preſent Portion would have 


been better than it now is; that the few Days 
We had to live would have paſt away with- 


out Trouble or Sorrow; and, that we ſhould 
all have been pleaſed with the good things 


that were ſet before us, and have been al- 


Ways eaſy and well ſatisfyed with the Con- 


dition we were in, whatever it was. 


'THIS undoubtedly is molt ſuitable to all 
the Notions we have of what is regular and 
juſt. And thus we find it ordered in all the o- 
* parts of Nature. There are no other Be- 
ings, within our Obſervation, which are liable 
to Sorrow and Affliction but Man; atleaſt he 
is the only Being that knows himſelf to be 
miſerable, 


„ 
miſerable, and is capable of complaining that 
he 1s ſo. For, whatever Pain we can ſuppoſe 
the Beaſis that periſh feel, it is all in preſent: 
They have no Concern for what is paſt, nor 
any Apprehenſions of what is to come. And, 
if we were to periſh in the ſame manger as 
they do, why {ſhould not our Condition be 
like theirs, in this reſpect alſo ? Why ſhould 
we be diſpoſed to enquire intothe Conſequen- 
ces of things? and to conſider what may hap- 
pen to us, at a great Diſtance off? And why 
are our Souls diſquieted within us, by the 
Fears and Apprehenſions of Evils to come, 
it there were not ſome future Diſpenſation, 
which concerned us more, and deſerved to be 
more in our Thoughts, than any thing about 
which we are now employ'd can do? And 
what Reaſon can be alledg'd, why we ſhould 
be troubled for any thing that is paſt, and 
which, by being paſt, could not poſſibly create 
us the leaſt Uneaſineſs, without our own Re- 
flection upon it? This is no ways to be ex- 
plained, without allowing ſuch a thing as 
" Guilt. Were we not capable of acting ill, 
and liable to be puniſhed for it, we ſhould 

never be conſcious of any Pain or Anguiſh 
for what we had done: For either our Acti- 
ons would be forgotten, as ſoon as paſt ; or 

G2 7 .. we" 
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we ſhould be as eaſy in remembring, as we 
were in doing them. But now, the Memory 
of our paſt Actions often diſturbs us; and we 
are often wiſhing that we had done otherwiſe 
than we did: Which would be perfectly in 
vain, and to no purpoſe, if we had never 
done what was Evil, and were not obnoxi- 
ous to Puniſhment. But, upon a Suppoſition 
that we have ſinued, and done wickedly, the 
preſent Pain, which ariſes from RefleCtion, 
is not only a ſuitable Puniſhment for ourOt- 
tence, but a proper Method of exciting us to 
repent of the Evil, and to take more Care to 
avoid the like for the future, Je/# ſome worſe 
thing come unto uz. Upon theſe Grounds, it 
is very fit and reaſonable for us, to be con- 
cerned for what is paſt; but, if there be no 
ſuch things as S, and Puniſhment, then is all 
our Trouble of this kind vain, and Memory 
and Reflections ſerve only to create us unne- 
ceſſary and unaccountable Torments. 

ANOTHER common Obſervation, 
which leads us into the Belief of a fature 
State, is, the natural Averſion we have to 
Death, and the ſtrong Deſire we find in our 
ſelves to continue our Being for ever. 

THIS we are ſenſible of in all the vari- 
ous Circumſtances of our Condition here. For 


let 


13 
let a Man's Life be never ſo long, and eaſy, he 
will always deſire to live, and to be eaſy, lon- 
ger. And, let him abound as much as he will 
in all the good things of this World, he will 
never have enjoyed ſo much of them, as to be 
able to quit them all freely, and to depart, as 
a Man riſes from a Feaſt, full and ſatisfied. 
And on the other hand, tho? our preſent Eſtate 
be very low and mean, tho” Difficulties and 
Troubles compaſs us about on every ſide;and 
tho we are told, that there is ſow, or Sor- 
ro in the Grave; that there the Weary be at 
reſt, and the Poor are free from Oppreſſion; 
yet are we ſolicitous to live on, and had ra- 
ther cheriſh in our ſelves a faint and uncer- 
tain Hope of being happy {ome time or o- 
ther, than put an end to all our Thoughts 
and Expectations of this Nature by Death. 
So that, whatever part we have in this Book 
of Life, it is impoſſible to ſet Bounds to our 
Deſires of living; and there muſt be a migh- 
ty Weight of Miſery indeed upon us, before 
we can perſuade our ſelves to chuſe Death 
before Life. 
II is moreover very ſtrange to obſer ve, 
what pains we take to fence againſt this neceſ- 
ſary and unavoidable Law of dying : And how 
many. Devices and Contrivances we have to 
| tengthen 
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lengthen out an imaginary Life in the Memo- 
ry of other Men, when we our ſelves ſhall 
have no Senſe or Knowledge of any thing that 
is done under the Sun. This is oftentimes the 
chief Aim of the Wiſe, the Learned, and the 
Great, to make themſelves a Name, and to 
be honoured and reſpected in the Ages to 
come. With this View only have Statues been 
ſet up, Edifices erected, Books written, and 
many difficult and hazae dous Works perfor- 
med. And even the lo among the Peo- 
ple do many things upon this poor Proſpect, 
that ſome body or other hereafter will thank 
them for what they have done, or at leaſt 
make ſome kind mention of them. So that 
nothing appears more natural, than for Men 
of every Rank to pleaſe themſelves with 
thinking, that they ſhall be remembred, and 
talk*d of after they are gone; that they ſhall 
have Lands, and Houſes, "and Childres: that are 
called by their Name; that Poſterity ſhall 
praiſe their Sayings, and that the Signs and 
Tokens of what they have done ſhall conti- 
nue to many Generations. But why is all this 
Care and Concern employed to prolong; our 
being without End, if we are ſhut up within 
the narrow Bounds of this World, and cannot 
paſs from Death to Life again? and, Why do 

we 
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we extend our Thoughts and Deſigns to what 
ſhall come after us, if we are going to 4 Land 
where all things are forgotten? Surely all 
theſe natural Sentiments, and Deſires, which 
we feel in our Souls, have ſome real Foun- 
dation, and we have ſome future Intereſt to 
purſue, however we may be miſtaken i in the 
Nature of what we ſeek for. 

AND, as the Weakzeſſes, Imperfe&tions, 
and Defedts, which we find in our preſent 
Condition, make it highly reaſonable for us 
to expect ſome better and more perfect State 
hereafter, ſo, if we take a view of Man in all 
his Glory, and conſider the molt zoble and ex- 
cellent Capacities of his Nature, with all the 
Advantages that Art and Indy/iry can give 
him, we ſhall from hence alſo be eaſily led 
to the ſame Concluſion. _ 

FOR, to what End and Purpoſe are all our 
Endekty ours after Greatzeſs and Perfeftion ? 
and, For what Reaſon do we ſtrive to excel 
in Knowledge and Wiſdom, if, after all the 
Pains we have taken, and all the Improve- 
ments we have made, we ſhall in a very ſhort 
time fall back again to a level, not only with 
the baſeſt and molt fooliſh of Men, but even 
with the Brute Creatures, and ſuch as have no 
Underſtanding given them? Why are ſome 

| Men 
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Men exalted on high above their Brethren, 
and cloathed with ſo much Majeſty and 
Honour as to be ſtyled Gods? And whence 
comes it to paſs, that ſome are wiſe accord- 
ing to the Wiſdom of an Angel of God, when 
they mult all, not only die liłe other Chil- 
dren of Men, but become like the Beaſts that 
periſh? Were we not deligned for ſome higher 
and more excellent Condition hereafter than 
what we enjoy here, we ſhould not, in all 
likelihood, have been thus diſtinguiſhed in 
this World; or, at leaſt, we ſhould not have 
been ſenſible of the Difference. The Ignorant 
and Fooliſh would not then have deſir'd to un- 
derſtand Knowledge; nor would #he Wiſe 
have rejoyced in their Wiſdom; the Baſe 
would not have reſpected the Honourable, 
neither would the Princes and mighty Men of 
the Earth have'gloried in their Power. For ſo 
we ſec it ordered among all the other Ranks 
of living Creatures : As they had all the ſame 
Original, and are all to periſh alike, ſo is their 
Condition much the ſame while they live: 
There is no Pre-emizence or Superiority eſta- 
bliſhed among them; neither are any of them 
capable of deſigning to advance themſelves, 
or of attaining to any Degrees of Perfection 
above the reſt of their kind; much leſs is one 

Gene- 
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Generation of them greater or wiſer than 
another. And ſuch alſo, our Reaſon tells us, 

would have been the tare of Mankind,were 
there no better portion provided for them, 
than for their fellow Creatures. Had they no 
Prize to receive after Death, they would all 
run the race of Life with equal ſteps ; none 
of them would ſtrive for maſtery, none ſeek 
to excel. There would be no carruptible 
Crowns to be obtained upon Earth, were 
there not an incorruptible Crown laid up for 
us in the Heavens: And no man would ſearch 
for Wiſdom, were there no other place of un- 
Ane eg but this Land of the Living. All 
the Advantages that have been gained to hu- 
mane Nature, by the united Induſtry of Man- 
kind; all the Dignities and Prerogatives they 
love! aſſerted to themſelves; all the ſtock of 
Knowledge they have gathered together, and 
all the advances they have ever made towards 

Perfection in any kind, together with all the 
aſtoniſhing effects of their Power, if there be 
no future State, are not only uſeleſs, and vain, 
but render Man more ridiculous and contem- 
ptible, in his own Eyes, when he ſeeth that 
they which are exalted for à little while are 


taken out of the way as all other, and cut off . 


as the tops of the Ears of Corn, and all 
I their 
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their Excellency and their Glory periſh with 
them. 

BUT the truth of a future Diſpenſation 
will be rendred ſtill more evident, from all 
the notions of Religion and Virtue that have 
obtained in the World. 

IF Gop made Man, (as no doubt he did) 
it will eaſily be allow'd by all, that have any 
knowledge of God, that he made him for his 
own Glory; for he could be under no Force 
or Obligation to exerciſe his creating Power ; 
and he himſelf muſt be, ſome way or other, 
the End, as well as Auther, of all his Gen 
Works. What other way then is it poſſible 
for Man to promote the Glory of God, but 


by worſhipping him, and employing thoſe 


FaGulties which he hath given him, in the 
ſervice of his Maker? And how can the Al- 
mighty juſtify his Honour and Wiſdom in 
making Man, but by diſtinguiſhing between 


him that ſerveth God, and him that ſerveth 


him not ; by preparing ſuch a ſtate of Life 
for him, as is every way ſuitable to his Na- 
ture; and by putting him into a capacity of 
enjoying it? Since therefore we are well aſ- 


| ſured, that our preſent condition in this World 


is not ſuch as anſwers all the Ends and Pur- 
poles of our Being ; it plainly follows, that 
727.6 800 God 
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God hath appointed ſome other, and betrer 
State for us. 

B UI, if we are not to worſhip and 8 

God, how came the Notion of ſuch a Being 

to be impreſſ ſed upon our Minds? Of what 

uſe is it to us, that we have any Knowledge 
either of him, or his Laws? Why are our 

Souls concerned about the nature and ſucceſs 

of our Actions? And, to what End do we 

enquire how we ſhall be diſpoſed of hereaf- 
ter? If we are under no Obligations of Reli- 
gion, all ſuch Thoughts and Conſiderations 
as theſe are perfectly in vain, and our Souls 
are fooliſhly and irregularly contrived. For 

upon ſuch a Suppoſition as this, that Religion 
does not belong to us, we ought to have been 
ſo made, that it had been utterly impoſſible: 
for us to form any Notions, or receive any 

Impreſſions of this kind. 

AS therefore we juſtly argue, that ſuch 
Beings, as know not God, can be under no 
Obligation to ſerve him, ſis it certainly true 
of thoſe that do know him, that they are, for 
that very reaſon, obliged to worſhip and obey 
him, according to the extent of their Know- 
ledge; becauſe otherwiſe all their Kzow- 
ledge of God and Providence, all their Sexſe of 
3 all their Cox/cience of Duty and 

D 2 Guilt, 
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Gai/t, would be perfectly vain and unprofi- 
table. 

AND ſo would all their Piet) and Virtue 
be alſo, if there never were to be any other 
diſpoſition of things than what we obſerve in 
the common courſe of this World: For, if 
the Wicked ſhould always fare as well, and 
_ oftentimes better, than the Righteous do, in 
this Life ; and there never will be any other 
difference between them hereafter; then 
would it be juſt and reaſonable to ſay, It i 
vain to ſerve God; and what profit is it that 
we have kept his Ordinance? Why does our 
Reaſon forbid us the preſent enjoyment of ma- 
ny things that are agreeable to us, if there will 
never come a time when we ſhall be made 
amends for our Se/f-dezya]? Why ſhould we 
ſpend the ſhort time of our Pilgrimage here 
in conquering our Paſſions, mortifying our 
Luſts and Affections, and in raiſing and exal- 
ting our Minds, and rendring them as pure 
and ſpiritual as we can, if, as ſoon as the 
Work be done, or perhaps before, we are cut 
off for ever, without receiving any fruit of all 
our Lahours? If the ſame Wages are due to 
Sin and Virtue; and all things concerning 
Man have an end in Death, why are our 
Reaſon and Inclination contrary to one ano- 
ther ? 
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ther? Why are our Minds diſtracted with 
different Commands ? Why do not all Men 
chuſe, and purſue the ſame things alike, or 
elſe agree to leave themſelves every Man to 
his own Way, and to approve of what every 
Man does? Were there no future State of 
Rewards and Puniſhments, it is highly proba- 
ble, that Reaſon and Inclination would have 
been always of the ſame fide, and never have 
given us any Trouble, by contradicting each 
other: We ſhould then have been ſo contri- 
ved, as to like nothing but what was proper 
for us, and to condemn nothing which we 
had once approved and done. 

BUT, as it is now ordered, not only all our 
Notions of Religion, and Diſpoſitions to Vir- 
tue, but even our very Ss and Irregulari- 
ties, plainly ſhew, that we were made and 
deſign'd for a future State. Our Pride, Am- 
bition, and Covetouſueſs, are built upon the 
natural Deſires and Expectations we have of 
ſome greater and happier Condition than 
what we are capable of in this World; with- 
out which Support they could have found 
no place in our Souls : For, what account 
can be given why we ſhould magaity and 
exalt our ſelves on high, and never think we 
are arrived at the top of what belongs to us ? 

— l 
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or why we ſhould be continually endeavour- 
ing to enlarge our Power, to extend our Poſ- 
ſeſſions, and to multiply our Wealth, with- 
out ever being ſatisfyed with what we have 
gained, if there be nothing in Nature capable 
of anſwering all our Deſires, and filling up the 
meaſure of our Hopes? Had our Spzy:ts been 
of the ſame original with our Bodies, and 
were they to return to Df? again, there is 
great reaſon to believe that Pride would have 
been hid from Man, and that he would never 
have valued himſelf above what he was. 
Were all the Days of Man to be but four- 
ſcore, or a hungred Tears, he would not be 
heaping up Wealth, and laying in a ſtock of 
Proviſions for many Generations, and be as 
diligent and buſy in this Work, when he was 
juſt going out of the World, as he had been 
any time before, when he had a larger Por- 
tion of Life to come; and all this to pleaſe 
himſelf only, without any regard at all to 
| thoſe that were to come after him. With the 
ſame reaſon ought we to conclude, that, had 
we nothing to hope for beyond the Grave, 
we ſhould not be employ'd in ſuch Pro- 
jects and Deſigns, of advancing our Condi- 
tion, and eſtabliſhing our Reputation 1n the 


World, as could not be effected in our time; 
the 


1 
the progreſs and completion of which, would 
be the Work of many Ages, and would re- 
quire the tontinual diligence of Poſterity to 
maintain. oy very plain therefore, that all 
the proud, codetous, and ambitions Thoughts: 
and Deſires of Man, which, if there be a God, 
and a future State, are wicked and pana. J 
ble ; if there be none, are abſurd and ridicu- 
lows, and have no manner of Foundation to 
ſupport them. But the ſame Deſires and Af. 
fections, when placed upon religions Objects, 
are juſt and reaſonable; becauſe we ſhall find 
in another Life what will fully anſwer and 
ſatisfy all our hopes and expectations in this: 
For, there we ſhall be as great, and as glorions, 
and as rich, in all good things, as we can 
wiſh; and Exjoyment ſhall then be _y way 
proportionable to Deſire. 

IF therefore Man was made and faſhioned 
5 Gop; if there be any Signs or Tokens of 
Wiſdom diſcernible in our frame; if all thoſe 
natural Sentiments, Deſires, and Tendencies 
we have obſerved in our Souls, are not whol- 
ly inſignifcant and falſe; it is very evident 
that the true Eud of our preſent Life is, to 
ſerve God here, in expectation of ſuch a State 
of Being rs as will be in all reſpects 

ſuitable 
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ſuitable to the Deſires and Capacities of our. 
S 1 Mature. 


II. AN Das this appears plainly by a direct 
Proof taken from the Nature and Condition of 
Man, to be the true End for which we were 
made, and to which all our Actions ought to 
be directed; ſo I ſhall endeavour to give a 
fuller Proof 5 the Certainty of this Dodlrine, 
by ſhewing, that all other Ends, which Men 
do or can propoſe to themſelves, are either 
unſuitable and improper, or unattainable. 
NOW, if we take a Survey of Man in all 
his Thoughts and Imployments, we ſhall ſoon 
find, that there neither is, nor can be, any 
other general End of human Purſuit, but Life, 
Indolence, or Happineſs: The two firſt of 
which, are not in themſelves worth our care, 
and the other is not attainable in this State; 
and therefore we muſt carry our View farther 
if we would live to any purpoſe. And, if 
there be a future State worth our ſeeking for, 
there is no doubt to be made, but Religion 
is the true and only Way to it. 


'THERE are abundance of Men who ſeem 
to live only for the fake of Life, whoſe whole 
buſineſs and deſign it is to ſupport and conti- 
nue themſelves in being as long as they can, 

| and 
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and to ſpia out their Thread as far as it will 
go: They riſe ap early, and late take reſt. 
they go forth to their Work, and to their La- 
bour, gutil the Evening : and all the end of 
their Care and Trouble is, that they may 
have Bread to eat: And their daily Bread 
ſerves them to no other purpoſe, but to ena- 
ble them for their daily Labour. This is, 
and hath been, in all Ages, the Condition of 
the far greateſt part of Mankind throughout 
the World. And can we poſſibly imagine, 
that this was all they were made for? Can- 
not we be fed without our taking continual 
thought for our Life? And is it neceſſary 
that our Souls ſhould be entirely umploy'd in 
providing for our Bodies? Let us canfeder 
the Ravens; for they neither ſow, wor reap, 
they neither heve Storehouſe, aor Bara, aud 
het God feedeth them. How. much more are 
we worſe than the Fouls, if we have nothi 
elſe to do here, but to ſeek after thoſe things 
which are provided for them, without their 
Care? If the Caſe be thus with Mankind, 
what Advantage do we receive from thoſe 5 

Noble Faculties and Powers which diſtin- 
guiſh us from the Beaſts that periſo? If all 


our reaſoning and foreſight, all our ſagacity 
and contrivance, are laid out in providing 
| E 
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merely for Life and Subpftance, wherein are 
we better than other Creatures, who are 
maintained in their proper ſtate of being, an 
eaſier and ſurer way, without the velp of 
Thought and Reaſon ? 
WE muſt certainly have ſome greater Oc- 
caſion for our Souls; and no Man can be fo 
abſurd, as to think that we were ſent into this 
World for no other reaſon, but to labour to 
ſtay here as long as we can; and, that we 
have no other Buſineſs to do, white we are 
here, but to prop up and ſupport our Houſes 
of Clay, whoſe foundation is in the Duſt. 
IN the next place therefore let us examine 
the Pretence of thoſe, who, to the general 
imployment of preſerving Life, add the care 
of living eaſy, and free from Trouble; who, 
beſides anſwering the neceſſary Demands of 
Nature, propoſe to divert and amuſe them- 
ſelves, to put their Minds into a quiet poſture, 
and to keep off all troubleſome * onen 
and Impreſſions. 

SUCH, we all know, is our preſent Portion 
in this Life, that we are condemned to eat 
our Bread, not only ia the ſweat of our Face, 
but doit h Carefulneſs and Sorrow * So that 
our chief buſineſs and concern here ſeems to 
| be, 0 make our Bur den ſit as light and eaſy 
upon 
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upon us as we can, * to get rid of the pre- 
ſent trouble we feel from every ſtate we hap⸗ 
pen to be in; for ſo are we made, that, what- 
ever Work we are engaged in, we are often 
deſiring to ſhift our poſture ; and, which way 
ſoever our Thoughts are imployed, we fre- 
quently want to have them turned into ano- 
ther Channel. The chief ſupport of a labou- 
ring Man, is the proſpect of Reſt; and thoſe 
that are moſt buſy and active in the former. 
part of their Lives, often propoſe no other 
End to themſelves, but to ſit ſtill and be quiet 
in their latter Days. And yet, if we conti- 
nue any time idle, and undetermined; if our 
Souls are not conſtantly relieved by a ſucceſ- 
ſion of ſuitable Objects to act upon, even 
Reſt, and want of Buſineſs, ſoon become ę grie- 
vous to us. In order therefore to remove all 
this pain and uneaſineſs of thought, to which 
we are ſubject, in every condition of Life, a 
thouſand Ways and Contrivances have been 
found out, which all paſs under the name of 
1 foraſmuch as the true and pro- 
per deſign of them is, not to procure us Plea- 
ſure and Satisfaction, but only to Jay. or pre- 
vent Pain; and they have commonly no o- 
ther effect upon us, but that of keeping the 
Soul in in an equal poize, or ſtate of indifference, 
E 2 ſo 


1 
Atl id 
| 
N 
FE 
1. ö 
F 
4 
FF 
mn 
ALS YN 
:t# 4 
"22 i 
bl : 
33 x 
if 
* 
Its © 
* 
ti 
1 75 
D. 
. 
Fx | © »1, 
7 
* 
- . 
g 
0 7 
1 
In 
10 
f 
0 
f 
* 
1 
iy” 
at 
0 . 
4 
1 
10 
7 
12 
1 
*. 
W 4 
14 
8 
50 
a — 
„ 
5 
N. 
1 
9 
LY - 
1 
_ 
* 
Iv 
. 
1 
. 
1 
1 
1 
It 


- — — 
— 7 — 
— — * 2 — = — 5 - « : 
g 5 — — — 2 — — * 4 
& " I __— - > — os 2 2 * — 2 "Rr - — = _- _ _ — — —— == — 5 - -y —— — _ = — 
—— -— — Do — —Pu— Re ct W "_ > = 2 EE. ZE — % FN — LI ITY tr no = — — — — 
pram — — — 2 2 * —— 2 — — — — 
. "or — — — r = r= "FI — -- TF* = 2 — 2 2x. — — — — 
- - 1 — — 8 9 » — = —— pn _ — N 233 ER ——_ — — 
pan * ad — PSA. <4 4 LOOK. IO N 2 — - IRS Ac — —_ I — — — — — 255 > — ＋ — IS = — — - 


2 — wor — 
— — — — * 


— > — 


— — q 9 * 
— Me _— r 
- - — 2 — — 


— 


* * —< . 2 = — 
3 — 42 — — on ep i PE Wyn. 2 
. - . : — 
eee . , 


2 _ — — — 
” — 9 eng re 
— — — . — 
* 2 1 r 


__ 
"x 
— - 
RS or IR dee) 


— 
a 4 — — 
ITY — 8 
mo — - — - — 
bt. 


_ 
- : - 
_ * = — 


7 > 4; ge 


(28) 
fo as it is not much affected, or or ſtrongly mo- 
ved any Way. 

THIS is the ſettled Choice, and this is the 
whole Aim of ſeveral Men, ha, in the ge- 
neral diſtribution of the things of this World 
had a larger ſhare allotted them than others, 
and, who are, upon that account, exempted 
from all the bodily toil an d labour to which 
the reſt of their Brethren are condemned: All 
the Pleaſure they feel, or defire, is, not to be 
in Pain; they move on conſtantly in a round 
of little inſignifcant Actions; the ſame train 
of Thoughts keeps their Minds always eaſy 
and unbent; and no Overtures for change, tho? 
accompany'd with Promiſes of greater advan- 
tage and fatisfaction than what they now en- 
joy, are hearkened to, or admitted, for fear 
of ſome unforeſeen trouble or pain, that may 
poſſibly, upon the leaſt variation of their con- 
duct, break in upon them. And what do 
they get by all this? To what purpoſe are 
they always fencing and guarding againſt pain? 
Could they be ſo fortunate as to obtain their 
End; could they manage fo, as to paſs thro? 
Life gently and ſmoothly, and to keep their 
Souls quiet and free from any ſhock or diſtur- 


bance, wherein would the Wiſdom and Ad- 


vantage of their Being appear ? and, What 
Proof 
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Proof would this be, that it was for the honor 

of God to make them? Had Men no other 
aim in living, but juft to avoid the Trouble | 
and Diſquiet to which they are continually 
expoſed, there would be very little difference 
to be made between Life, and Death; only 
Death would be the ſecurer ſtare of the two. 
If it is better a to be at all, than to be mi- 
ſerable, as every body that conſults either 
his Senfe or his Reaſon, muſt confeſs; then, 
not to be at all, and fo be juſt void of Troable 6 
and Pain, are mach the ſame thing; there's. 
very little or no reaſon for preferring either 
condition to the other, were a Choice in this/ 
caſe © poffible to be imagined : And conſe- 
quently, were there no other End of an the 
Thoughts and Actions of Man bor this, all 
that wonderful and aſtoniſhing Contrivance 
of human Nature, which we now admire, 
muſt be pronounced alrogether-vain, 
-BUT we Have nobler Defigns to boaſt of; 
tis Happi inef we have in view; and th, as 
we give out, is the End of alt or Defies 
and Purfuits. But, if we fearck aſter Haꝑ- 
pineſs, without raking Religion and a futnre 
State into the account, our Pretences wil 
prove groundleſs, and our Labour wilt alf 
be laſt, | 
FOR, 
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FOR, where ij Happineſs to be found in the 
Land of the living? ? and, Who knoweth the 
place thereof ? The wiſeſt Men in the 01d 
Heathen World, who had gone 1 the fartheſt of 
any in the ſearch of Truth, were not able to 
| determine, wherein conſiſted the chief Good | 
of Man, whether in Contemplation,or.. Action; 
in Motion, or T; ranquillity ; in conguering, or 
in gratifying. our. Paſſions.; in the rational, | 
and moral Improvements of the Mind, or in 
the enjoyments of Senſe. N either are the 
Childien of this preſent World, how wiſe ſo- 
ever they may ſcem to be in their Generation, 
any better agreed in this firft and moſt ne- 
ceſſary Article, which is the foundation of all 
human Conduct: For, in the Ends which 
they propoſe to. themſelves, ſuch variety, and 
contradiction is found, that they all ſtand a- 
mazed at one another's Choice. Every one 
condemns and ridicules his Neighbour, for 
not living as he does; and they look upon the 
ſeveral Views and Deſigns of one another 
with mutual Pity and Contemfpt. 

AND as the Notions and Sentiments which. 
Men entertain concerning their chief Good, 
are very different; ſo are alſo the Means im- 
ployed by them, for obtaining what they 
repreſent to themſelves under that character. 


NI | What- 
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Whatever end it be that they fix upon, they 
are generally at a loſs to know which is the 
right way to it. The fame Men are often 
changing their Rules and Methods of acting, 
and different Perſons are frequently obſerved 
to take the moſt contrary Meaſures, in order 
to compaſs the ſame point. How is it then 
poſſible to conceive, that the Happineſs of 

this World ſhould be the altimate End of all 
hnman Endeavour and Purſuit, when we nei- 
ther know what it is, nor how to obtain what 
we imagine it to he. Should we ſuppoſe all 
Mankind running the Race of Life, without 
having any Goal fix'd, or Conrſe mark*d out 
for them ; what a wild confuſed Image would 
this preſent to our Thoughts, of vaſt multi- 
tudes, running to and fro, in different paths, 
and frequently croſſing and joſtling one ano- 
ther ; ſome enquiring which is the Way, 
ſome turning back, others ſtriking into new 
Roads, none at reſt, none at the end of their 
Courſe, all dropping down one after another, 
tired and deſponding, without receiving any 
Prize or Reward of their continual ftrife and 
labour? And yet this is but an imperfect re- 
preſentation of the vanity and folly of all pre- 
tences to Happineſs in this Life, where nei- 
ther the End, nor the Mears of living are cer- 

tain; 
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tain; where no body can inform us which is 
our chief Good; or which is the beſt way of 
fon whit i ſo called, whatever it be. 
BUT were Din Sons of Men ſecure 
ol boch theſe: ; were they wiſe enough 
to take true aims, and to dyed their fleps 


&vight ; yet how often are they croſſed or 
- diſappointed in their Purſuits, by ſuch acci- 
dents, as no human foreſight could prevent? 
How many of them are cut off, before ter 
arrive at the Hauen where oh would be ? 
What infinite Pains, Cares, and Endeavours 
have been thrown away by Men,whoſe Hap- 
pineſs hath been torn from them, or who have 
been ſnatched from that, juſt when they were 
entring into poſſeſſion ? And after all, when 
the hopes, even of the Miſe and the Prudent, 
are accompliſh'd, how often does Experience 
deſtroy the Scene which Imagination has pain- 
ted? And how cloſe do Wearineſs and Diſ- 
guſt commonly follow after Enjoyment ? 
THUS doth every Man walk in a vain 
Leu, ſome being always enquiring who will 
Heu them any good; others running after eve- 
ry Guide they meet with, without asking any 
Queſtions: Some being diligent and earneſt 
in the purſuit of what they never find, others 
contriving g howto rid chemſelves of What they 
= have 
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have with great Pains acquired; the beſt 
and wiſeſt of them complaining, that the 
have aften been deceived, and 8 
have often labaured for very Vanity, hays 
aften been diſquieted in vain. But, this is 
not the worſt of our Caſe ; for Man is Born 
to Trouble, as well as Vanity : Sorrow and 
Affliction attend us in every ſtate; and what - 
ever be the portion of our Cup, there will al- 

ways be a mixture of Bitterneſs in it. 


The Troubles and Miſeries of human Life, 
which do either immediately cleaye to our 
Mature, or reſult from the ordinary courſe of 
Things in Society, and which we cannot, hy 
any care or foreſight of our own preyent, 

are ſo many, and make ſuch deep Impreſſions 
upon the Soul, that ſhould we, at our leayin 
this World, take a true Eſtimate. of all the 
common Events that have happened to us in 
it, there are very few of us who, upon a juſt 
balance, would find the Good to exceed the 
Evil; the Truth of which Reflection needs 
no Proof, becauſe it is matter of general ob- 
ſervation and complaint. 

If we prapoſe to be happy any other way 
than what Religion preſcribes, we ihall ger- 
tainly create to our ſelves much more trouble 
than what we were by Nature expoſed to, oi 

what 
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what we are otherwiſe like to receive from 
our Brethren. This is alſo an Obſervation 
confirm'd by plenty and variety of Examples, 
Nothing that happens in Life being more no- 
torious than the particular Calamities which 
the Sins of Men bring upon them, and which 
are the natural Effects and Conſequences of 
all vicious Deſires and Enjoyments. 


And, as a large Share of human Miſery is 
peculiarly owing to Vice, ſo hath Virtue alſo 
its proper Troubles and Afflictions belonging 
to it : For, fuch 1s the preſent condition of 
our Souls, with relation to the influence of 
the Body, and the impreſſions of Education 
upon them, that virtuous Diſpoſitions are not 
eaſily acquired. It coſts us a great deal of 
pains and trouble to form right Judgments 
of things; and a great deal more to rid our 
Minds of ſuch Errors and Prejudices as had 
taken deep root there, and had been long 
uſed to the Soil, before our Reaſon was capa- 


ble, either of preventing, or removing them. 


And afterwards, when Reaſon has taken its 
proper place, and exerts its due authority, we 
cannot, without ſome ſtruggle and reluctance, 
obey its commands: Be our Convictions ne- 
ver ſo ſtron g, our Inclinations to Senſe will be 
always putting in their Claim to be heard; 
and 


Gn. 


and they cannot always be contradiQed, 
without great uneaſineſs. And ſhould we be 


able to govern our own Inclinations, we ſhall 
{till find it hard to bear up againſt Example 
and Cuſtom; and at laſt, whatever Reſolution 
we put on, we ſhall be often diſturbed in our 
courſe, and meet with many a rude ſhock 
from Men of contrary Principles and Deſigns. 


WHAT is there then that can countervail 
all theſe Troubles and Afflictions, ariſing 
from Nature, Society, Virtue, and Vice? For 
every Man, almoſt, has his ſhare of all theſe, 
more or leſs. He that hath attained to the 
Art of virtuous living, hath the faireſt Title 
to Happineſs, and commonly the largeſt poſ- 
ſeſſion too; but all the natural advantages 
that he receives from his Conduct, together 
with the pleaſing conſciouſneſs of his own at- 
tainments, tho they may outweigh any other 
kind of Happineſs that Man is capable of 
here, yet will never prove an Equivalent for 
all the pains, troubles, and afflictions which, 
according to the common courſe of this World, 
muſt fall to his ſhare: So that the beſt, and 
moſt virtuous Men upon Earth, when they 
come, at the cloſe of Life, to make up the 
Account of what they have enjoyed, and ſuf- 
fered, will have no juſt ground to ſay, upon 
F 2 the 
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the whole matter, that they have been hap« 


py; and it will many Fore be ſo ordered, 


that they ſhall be of all Men the moſt e. 
rable . 


. BUT, let us ſuppoſe our ſelves as happy in 
every reſpect as this World can make us; let 
us imagine our ſelves placed in ſuch an advan- 
tageous s Poſt, that no pain or trouble can reach 
us, no joy or pleaſure paſs by us; yet even 
here Security and Continuance will fill be 
wanting and we cannot think of theſe De- 
fects in our State, without loſing the reliſh 
of every thing elſe that we enjoy. Nay, the 
greater the Happineſs is that we are poſſeſs d 
of, the more deſirous ſhall we be, to be aſſu- 
red ef its continuing always the ſame; and the 
more painful will our fears and apprehenſions 
be of loſing it. And, ſince we cannot poſſi- 
bly have theſe De#res of our Souls anfwer- 
ed, nor theſe Fears removed, While all our 
Hopes are confined within the narrow bounds 
of this ſhort and uncertain Life, we can never 
de truly and compleatly happy, but in ſome 
future State, which Thall be exdleſs, and un- 
changeable. Prom whence it plainly follows, 
that, 1 there be no other Life to come, we 
live here to no purpoſe; becauſe there is no 
true Happineſs belongs to Man in this Life, 

but 
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but what the certain proſpe& of future Bliſs 
affords ; and there is o other End —_— | 
beſides Happineſs, worth our living for. 

AND thus we may truly and ſurely argue, 
becauſe we are fo well acquainted with onr 
own frame and conſtitution, and with all the. 
circumſtances of our condition in this World, 
as to know, that, if there be nothing to be 
expected after our departure hence, we have 
juſt reaſon to complain, that we entered into 
Life at all; that we had any proſpect of what 
Is agreeable to our Nature, any taſte of what 
is good for Man given us; fince we do not 
only receive no ſuitable fruit of all our La- 


bours here, but are compaſſed about with 
Pains and Sorrows, without any Nin of their 


ever entling in Satisfaction. 


WH Ax were the Ends of Providence in 
the other parts of the Creation, by the imper- 
fect knowledge we have of them, we are not 
able to determine; and thereſore we cannot, 
as profane Reaſaners do, affirm, that ſome of 
them are of zo u/e.; and, that others are irre- 
gularly and anskilfally put togethen : But this 
we are ſure of, that, whatever Purpoſes the 
reſtof God's creatures were deſigned for, they 
are none of them capable of complaining that 
they were ill comtrived, or made in vain, be- 

/ ſides 
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ſides Man. Can the Clay ſay to him that 
faſhioned it, Why haſ# thou made me thus? or 
can Veſſels of Diſbonour murmur and repine, 
becauſe they were not made for Honour? No 
certainly ! no queſtions or complaints of this 
kind can come from any Order or Degree of 
Beings known to us within the whole com- 
paſs of the Univerſe, but from the poor un- 
happy Race of Mankind. And therefore it 

cannot poſſibly be believed, or conceived, 
that God would put it into our power to 
expoſtulate with him, for having made and 
faſhioned us after ſuch a manner, and not 
find a way to ſatisfy all our Objections; or 

that he ſhould not be able to juſtify his Pro- 
vidence to every Being, that is in a condition 
to find fault, cither with his Works, or his 
Appointments. 


HI. BUT the vanity and abſurdity of hu- 
man Nature, without the conſideration of a 
Future State, will farther appear, by obſer- 
ving, that all the common Judgments of Man- 
kind, relating to their being and conduct in 
this World, which have hitherto been eſtee- 
med anqueſtionable, if there be 10 future 
State of rewards and FEENEY muſt be 
Pronounced falſe. 


"= 


Ow) 

WHETHER there be any other State here- 

after, or no, we are {ure of our preſent Being. 
And by the ſame Experience are we convin. 
ced, that we depend very much upon our own 
care and foreſight for the continuance, eaſe, 
and comfort of our Life while we do live; for 

we are not governed and directed by natural 

zuſtincts, or irreſiſtibly determin'd by an ver- 
ruling Providence, as other Creatures are, who 
all go the neareſt and ſureſt way to their ſeve- 
ral ende without having any proſpect of them; 
and make uſe of the moſt proper means of 
obtaining what 1s neceſſary for them, with- 
out knowing what it is to cho But we 
have a Principle within us, called Reaſon, by 
which we our ſelves judge what End is moſt 
proper for us to purſue, and which is the like- 
lieſt and beſt way of ſucceeding in our purſuit. 


IHE general Endof Man is certainly Hap- 

pineſs, or the actual enjoyment of perfect 
Eaſe and Pleaſure. This is what all Men 
are by Vature diſpoſed to aim at; and which 
their Reaſon, when duly exerciſed, preſents 
to their view,and powerfully recommends to 
them. But, as we have ſcen before, the grea- 
teſt part of Mankind, either thro? neceſſity, 
ignorance, or deſpair, take up with leſſer de- 
grees of Happineſs, and a lower ſtate of be- 


ing, 
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ing, than what they are naturally capable of 
pracuring for themſelves; and thoſe that car- 
ry their Deſigns as far as their proſpeQt of 
good reaches, always find themſelves baffled 
and defeated in their'expeQati 
SINCE therefore perfect Happineſs, net 
ther is nor can be enjoyed in thi Life, the firſt 
Conſequence which this Reflection ſuggeſts 
to us, ſeems to be, that we ought to expect, 
and ſearch for it ia another. But, if there be 
" #0 other State to be expected, then it imme- 
diately follows, that we ought to-make the 
beſt of this. And ſurely we cannot be diſap- 
pointed here too; tho? we cannot arrive at 
perfect Happineſs, yet *tis reaſonable to be- 
lieve, that we ſhould be able to make ſome 
advances toward it; or at leaſt, that we ſhould 
not conſpire to make our Condition worſe 
than *tis in itſelf. But, ſuppoſing private Men 
may be miſtaken in their aims, as *tis plain 
they often are, we ſhall think it juſt to con- 
clude, that the publicł Reaſon of Mankind, 
muſt be a true guide; that general Princi ples 
will hold good; and, that we cannot all fol- 
low one another conſtantly in a falſe track : 
And yet, upon a careful examination of things, 
it will be found, that, if we lay aſide the con- 
lideration of another Life, the common No- 
tions, 
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tions, upon which Men have always a&ed, 

and the ſettled meaſures of human Conduct, 
which have always obtained in the World, 

and which ſeem to be the immediate dictates 

of our Nature, are all entirely wrong; as I 

ſhall plainly ſhew from a few notorious In- 
ſtances. | | 


NOW *tis certain, that theſe are look*d up- 
on as unconteſted Principles in Life, viz. that 
it is letter TO BE, than NOT TO BE; that zt 

is more for our real advantageto take REASON 
for our principal Guide than SENSE ; that 
Wispomexcelleth Fol Lv, and KNOWLEDGE 
is more deſirable than I6NOR ANCE; and, that 
it conduces more to the happineſs of Mankind, 
to live in SOCIETY, under GOVERNMENT 
and LAw, than to live wild, in a pare ſtate of 
Nature. Theſe, I ſay, have always paſs'd 
for unqueſtionable Truths; and in all places, 
and all ages, the beſt, and wiſeſt of Men (as 
they have ever been eſteemed) have been in- 
fluenced by them accordingly : And yet, as 
the World is now ordered, it there be 20 f- 
ture appointments for Man, theſe Principles 
are all falſe; and it would be much better 
for Mankind, to take quite other meaſures 
than they now do; as will evideatly appear 


G trom 


+ 
1 
BG 
« 
1 
M : 
'v#1 
5 1 
{ 7 
2 5 : 
4 * x 
vi 
t 
« : 
ny 
Li 
N 
* * 
55 
17 
49 
18 
14 
: f 
5 4 
4 
F 
is 
x 
+ 
'® 
i 
. 
174 4 
44” 
At 4 
4; 
* 
70 ö 
4 
U 4 
1 


a 


* 
11 
* 
wh 


— —— 
—— PSS 


— 
Lad 
" w * 75 
: * * 
= — 
2 2 e „1E 
2 2 L „ — — 
— 0 IE ISS 8 8 1 


(42) 
from a diſtin conſideration of each Princi- 
ple by it ſelf. 

1. TO begin with the firſt: Every Man, 
whatever his Condition be, ſeems to be fond 
of Life, and to rejoice in his Being. This he 
takes care to cover, and ſecure from all man- 
ner of Inſults, which threaten him from with. 
out, and from all Diſorders that may ariſe 
within his own Conſtitution. And ſuch a 
mighty Bleſſing do we account it ta /zve, that 
we er all we can to multiply our be- 
ing, and to contiuue our race upon the Earth. 
Private Men glory in their z#merous Jiſue ; 
and the grandeur and intereſt of Nations are 
made to conſiſt in the number of their People. 
And the ſame Care and Concern that we all 
have for our ow? Lives, we extend allo to 
thoſe of our Poſterity: But, veſy falſe and 
abſurd are all theſe notions and deſigns, if 
there be 5 other World but this. For, were 
it poſſible for us, before we ſet out upon the 
ſhort pilgrimage of Lite, to view all the ſtages 
through which we were to paſs, and to be 
tully infor med of all the adventures we were 
to meet with in our way, which of us would 
chooſe to endure ſo much, and enjoy ſo little, 
without any other pred but that of re- 
turning to the ſame ſtate from whence we 

came? 
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came ? How few are there to OE found of 
thoſe who have gone thro? half their Jour- 
ney, that would be willipg to travel over the 
ſame road again? And if, in the vigour of our 
age, we look back upon what is paſt, without 
taking any pleaſure therein; what joy or ſa- 
tisfaction can it afford us to look forward, 
when our Days are like a ſhadow that decli- 
neth; when the appetites and deſires of Man 
begin to fail ; when all his faculties are de- 
caying, and the whole frame of his being is 
mouldring away? 


AND indeed, let us take Man in what ight 
or what poſture we will, we {hall ſoon per- 
ceive, that he hath no great reaſon to be plea- 
ſed with his Being: For, whatever time of 
Life it be with him, and whatever condition 
he is in, he is ſeldom or never ſatisfied with 
what he is, but is always deſiring and ſtriving 
to be ſomewhat that he 7s not at pr fone 
The greateſt part of Mankind, in all Ages, 
are placed in ſuch circumſtances as fall very 
much below the common notion of worldly 
Happineſs; and theſe are always hoping and 
endeavouring to mend their condition, and 
always die before they have compaſſed it. 
And, of thoſe who abound in the good things 
of chis World, there are very few that are 

| G 2 : con- 


( 44 ) 

contented with their Portion, and enjoy qui- 
etly what is provided for them: But, as they 
are capable of forming to themſelves notions 
of much greater Happineſs than they have 
yet experienced, or indeed, than 'tis poſſible 
for them to attain to; ſo are they, commonly 
imploy'd in ſuch purſuits after it, as Death 
only can convince them are fruitleſs and vain. 
And, in ſhort, thus it fares with Mankind in 
general; we are continually delivered over 
from hope to hope, and from one vain ex- 
pectation to another: Were but this Evil re- 
moved, were but this Difficulty conquered 

then we ſhould be happy; but ſtill, as theſe 
go off, new Evils, and new Difficulties imme- 
diately ariſe. Could we but reach the top 
of yoader Hill, we ſhould touch the Sky; but, 
as we advance toward it, we find the Sky at 
the fame diſtance from us as before. As ſoon 
as this River is all run by us, we ſhall get o- 
ver into pleaſant Vales and Meadows, but let 
us wait never ſo long, the River ſtill keeps 
his courſe. Such are the common cheats and 
impoſitions that we put upon our ſelves, in 
order to make the burden of Life fit eaſy up- 
on us; and thus Life ſlides away from us, be- 
fore we are reſolv'd where to pitch our tents ; 


ſo that very few are able to ſay, in any part 


of 
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of their Journey, It is good for us to be here; 
and none of us can think, at our going out 
of the World, that it was worth our while 
to come into It. | 

WHERE is then the advantage of living? 
or what hath our being profited us, when the 
Happineſs for which we were made, and 
which is the conſtant Object of all our wiſhes 
and endeavours, is either never found, or ne- 
ver enjoy'd; ſo that we may all ſay of human 
Happineſs in general, what Solomon ſaid of 
the covetous Man's Wealth, What good is 
there to the owners thereof, 1 aving the be- 
holding of it with their Eyes ? 

AND if none of us, that already live, have 
any reaſon to value Life, or to be pleaſed with 
our Exiſtence; why do we go on to ſtock the 
World = zew Inhabitants, when the fuller 
it is, the fewer opportunities ſhall we all have 
of being happy, and the more likely ſhall we 
be to oppreſs and devour one another ? The 
rich and mighty, who have the largeſt ſhare 
of the World, as it is, are commonly the leaſt 
contented with their lot of any men whatever; 
on the contrary, they make it their whole 
ſtudy and buſineſs to join houſe to houſe, and 
to lay feld to field, till there be no place. 
The K7zgs and Princes of the Nations, who 

bear 


(46) 
bear the chief rule over the Children of Men, 
are generally endeavouring to extend their 
Dofninions, and encreaſe their Power, by de- 
ſtroying their Brethren, that they may be pla- 
ced alone in the Earth. And thoſe, who are 
ſtraitned by the encroachments, and cruſh'd 
by the tyranny of theſe invaders, are con- 
ſtantly diſpoſed to ſeek their own ſafety and 
enlargement, by the ſame ruinous methods of 
Rapine and Spoil, War and Deſolation. And 
what other reaſon can be given of this un- 
happy Conſtitution of human affairs, but that 
the number of men upon the earth is fo great, 
that they have not all room enough to live at 
their eaſe, and to provide for their own Hap- 
pineſs, as they think fit, without joſtling and 
diſturbing one another? The beſt way there- 
fore to conſult the general Happineſs of Man- 
kind, would be, that the Rulers of every 
Kingdom and Country in the World, ſhould 
do, as Herod did formerly at Berhleben, ſend 
forth and ſlay all the young Children that are 
therein; and, that it ſhould: be made a ſtand- 
ing "gf oyer the face of the whole Earth, 
that all, which ſhall hereafter be born, mould 
be immediately delivered from the Cradle to 
the Grave; for, by this means it would come 
to paſs, that all, who have any reliſh of Life, 
would 
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would be enabled to live as comfortably as 
they could expect to do at preſent, becauſe, 
they would then be ſure that their condition 
would be always improving: And they could 
have no care or anxiety for the future, be- 
cauſe they would have none but themſelves 
to provide for. Then the certain proſpe& 
which every Man would have of enlarging 
his poſſeſſions and enjoyments, without inju- 
ring, or intrenching upon any of his Neigh- 
bours, would make all Men eaſier and kinder 

to one another. And then would it be more 
deſirable for us all to cheriſh Life, and to make 
our ſtay here as long as we could; when eve- 
ry Man had the ſame glorious Hopes before 
him, that the greateſt Conquerors ever enter- 
tained, viz. either to divide the World with 
a few, or to get it all to himſelf, But the 
trueſt and moſt glorious good, that might be 
brought about this way, would be, that in a 
ſhort time there would be an end put to the 
moi ridiculous, and the worſt contrived Race 
of beings that ever appeared in Nature; and 
that all their Vanity, Folly, and Miſery would 
periſ with them. 


BUT this, we muſt own, 15 an extravagant 
and impracticable Scheme: For the deſire "I 
Life, affe&tion to Chilaren, and concern for 

Po/ie- 
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Poſterity, are Paſſions too ſtrong to be ma- 
ſtered; and, let the World be never fo ill or- 
dered and diſpoſed, every body is reſolved to 
ſtay as long as he can in it, and to leave his 
ſubſtance to others, whether he have any far- 
ther Views for himſelf or not. 


1. SUPPOSING therefore that there is 20 
other Life, and we muſt live here in the man- 
ner we do; what muſt we do next, in order to 
make the moſt advantage we can of this ſtate? 
Muſt we take Reaſon for our Guide? or, ſhall 
we deliver our ſelves up to the conduct of 
our Sexſes? Shall we raiſe and improve the 
faculties of our Minds, and look out for ſyiri- 
tual ſatisfactions? or, Shall we keep our Un- 
derſtandings low, and ſuffer our Minds to be 
wholly imploy'd about earthly and carnal ob- 
jects? Great and honourable things, I know, 
have been ſaid of human Reaſon, and a migh- 
ty privilege it is generally eſteemed to be a 
rational Being: But if there be zo World to 
come; if we have no better Country to deſire 
or ſeek for, than this; our Reaſon will be of 
very little uſe to us here : For, if we have 
all of us our portion iu this Life, we ſhall 
then have nothing elſe to do, but to take 
care of our Bodies, and to make proviſion for 
the Fleſh, either to ſupply the neceſſities, or 
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to fulſil the Iſis thereof Our Souls will then 
have no diſtinct Intereſt of their own to pur- 
ſue ; and it will not be worth our while to 
culivate and improve our: Reaſon, only in 
order to miniſter to the Auima Life. What 
ſhall we eat ? What ſhall we drink ? And 
wherewithal ſhall we le cloathed? This will 
be the only care and concern of the bulk of 
Mankind; and thoſe who have Goods already 
laid up for them, have no other Directions 
to give their Soul, but to t ake their eaſe, eat, 
arink, and le merry. And what great need 
is there of exerciſing our noble faculties of 
_ thinking, reflectiug, and reaſoning, for all 
this? Natare alone is ſufficient to excite us 
to procure what is neceſſary, and to enjoy 
what is proper for us; and all the ſagacity 
and contrivance requilite for theſe Ends, are 
within every Man's reach: They are com- 
mon Talents, which grow up with us, with- 
out much care and trouble to improve them; 
and when advanced to the height, fall very 
ſhort of the zataral inſtiuct of other Crea- 
tures: For neither are we capable of provi- 
ding ſo well for our ſubſiſtence, as they do 
for their own; nor are our ſenſual ſatisfacti- 
ons as true, ad perfect, as theirs are. Rea- 
ſon, 1 confeſs, hath endeavoured to make up 
2 - theſe 
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theſe Defects, but moſt commonly to no 
purpoſe ; for, generally ſpeaking, all the Pro- 
jects and Devices that Men have conceived, 
for bettering their worldly condition, either 
by heaping and amaſſing together more than 
Natare requires, of by procuring ſuch things 
as have no relation at all to the welfare of the 
Body, give them a great deal of unneceſſary 
trouble and diſquiet, while they are carrying 
on, and always end in diſappointment at the 
laſt. And the ſame ill ſucceſs do they meet 
with, who make uſe of their Reaſon and 
Underſtanding to heighten the enjoyments of 
Senſe; for, inſtead of being regular and tem- 
perate in their Pleaſures, as Nature direQs, 
and as they commonly are who obey the 
calls and reſtraints of their natural Appetites, 
without ever reaſoning upon them; their 
way is, to abandon themſelves to ſuch an 
ir regular and extravagant Senſuality, as palls 
and deadens the Deſir es they intended to 
gratify; brings upon them more Pains and 
Calamities than ever they were born to; and 
Weakens and impairs the whole frame and 
conſtitution of their Beings. 

I F therefore we have no other Life to truſt 
to, but this; neither hath Reaſoz any other 
concluſion but this to make for us; Let us 


ear, 
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eat, and drink, and riſe up to play; let us en- 
joy the good things that are preſent, for to- 
marrow we die: But if we live till to: mor- 
row, to-morrow ſhall be as this day, and much 
more abundant, Let all other Thoughts and 
Reflections be baniſhed from our Minds; let 
not the remembrance of things paſt, or the 
apprehenſion of things to come, diſturb aur 
preſent reſt : Let no ſpecious Pretences ta 
Knowledge carry us out of the comman raad 

of Life, in queſt of ſome diſtant and uncer- 
tain good that does nat belong to us; and let 
us, as much as it is poſſible, forget that we 
are rational Beings, 


Ils true indeed, we ſhall then he 3 
a4 Beaſts, and reputed vile in the ſight of 
thoſe who value themſelyes upan the dignity 
and perfection of their reaſonable Nature, 
But, what if we are? If all are of the Daft, 
and all turn to Duſt again; what prehemi- 
ence hath a Man above a Beaſt? And, if 2s 
the one dieth, ſo dieth the other, why ſhould 
not the Life of the one be alſo like the Life 
of the other? If we all go to one place, why 
ſhould we nat all go the ſame way to it? And 
why ſhould not the ſame Proviſions and Ac- 
commodations ſerve us, while we are journy- 
ingt thither ? 

Hz THUS 


G 

THUS may ve juſtly argue, if we think fit 
to make uſe of our Reaſon at all. And ſuch, 
we ſee in fact, is the common eſtate of the 
Sous of Men; in nothing better than that of 
the Beaſts, and in many reſpects much worſe. 
But this, ſay the wiſe and learned part of 
Mankind, is owing purely to their Ignorance :- 
For, were their Underſtandings enlightened 
with proper Knowledge, NY REASON: 
duly exerciſed, to diſcern between Good and 
Evil, true and falſe; they would deſpiſe ſuch 
a poor wretched Life of Sexſe, as now they 
lead; they would turn their Thoughts to 
nobler and worthier purſuits; and they would 
have a juſter reliſh of OA” ſatisfactions. 
And ſo indeed they would, did they carry 
their views into a higher and more ſpiritual 
State than this: But, without ſuch a proſpect, 
they had much better continue in their Igno- 
rance ſtill; they had better walk on till in 
darkneſs, than be conſtantly dazled and de- 
ceived by falſe lights, which play about them 
fo awhile, and then vaniſh for ever. For, 
if there be no other Wiſdm, or Knowledge, 
but af this World; we ſhall then have juſt 
reaſon to ſay, It is Kb that the Soul be with- 
ont Knowledge : And that which Solomon, 
who knew the molt of any Man living, hath 
alſured 
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aſſured us of, we our ſelves ſhall find to be 
true; that /» much wiſdom is much grief 5 
and, chat he which increaſeth Er v7 in- 
creaſeth ſorrow. 


3. THE truth of this reflexion, which con- 
tradicts another of thoſe liſted Principles 
before mention'd, that Kyowledge andWiſdom 
are always to be preferred to Ignorance and 
Folly, will plainly appear, if we conſider the 
ſeveral branches of human Kpowledge, to 
our progreſs in which we owe the title of 
learned, and to the uſe we make of them, for 
our own benefit, the character of wiſe en. 

NOW, the firſt and moſt neceſſary part of 
Wiſdom (as it is commonly eſteemed) is, #0 
know our'ſefves : But what advantage can 
we reap from this kind of Knowledge, when, 
after the utmoſt ſearch that we have been 
able to make, we ſhall be forced to add to 
whatever other Truths we have learn'd, this 
one certain concluſion, that all is vanity and 
vexation of ſpirit ? What pleaſure could we 
take in ſearching into the Hiſtory of all the ir- 
regular Paſſions, wild Deſigns, falſe Hopes, 
groundleſs Fears, and unaccountable Diſap- 
pointments of Mankind? Or, ſhould we en- 
quire into the preſent times, and find that theſe 
are 25 better than the former; and that we 

Our 
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our ſelves are made juſt like our Fore-fathers ; 
and are ſubject to all the ſame diſpoſitions and 
events; what eaſe, or entertainment, would 
ſuch a diſcovery afford us? And what com- 
fort would it be to us, after all our enquiries, 
to know, and to be aſſured, that we have no 


other Portion or Inheritance but this ; that 


the thing which hath been, is that whichſhall 
be; and that which is done, is that which 


ſhall be done; and there is no new thing to 


be expected for ever? 


IF, in the next place, we turn our ur thoughts 
to the contemplation of God, and endeavour 
by ſearching to find out the * ghty ; what 
ſhall we get by all the diſcoveries we are able 
to make ? If God be not our Maker, our Fa- 
ther, and our Redeemer ; if all that we can 
learn of him be only this, that he rejoiceth 
in his own Perfection and Happineſs, with- 
out having any regard or concern for us, what 


a terrible aggravation muſt this be to the 


preſent ſenſe we have of our miſery, to know, 
that at the right hand of God there are rivers 
of pleaſure for evermore ; but that we ſhall 
never be admitted to taſte the leaſt drop of 
them; and, that to bin belongeth power, 
whereby he 1 is able to exalt us to a better 
State; and yet, that he will never reach out 


his 


9 

his hand, to lift as out of the mire and clay? ? 
But, if God be the Author of our beings; if 
he made and faſhioned us, and gave us this 
Soul; and it is he alſo that will bring us un- 
to Duft again, from whence we ſhall not re- 
turn; our knowing this, will only furniſh us 
with matter of expoſtulation and complaint: 
We ſhall then be diſpoſed to turn our ſpirit 
againſt God, and ſay, Wherefore haſt thou 
made all Men in vain? Then will every one 
have reaſon to cry out, as Job did, Where 
fore was light given to him that is in miſery, 
whoſe way is hid, and whom God hath hedged 
in? Why died I not from the Womb ? Oh, 
that I had given up the ghoſt, and no Eye had 
ſeen me ! Then ſhould I have been as though 
T had not been: I ſhould have been ſtill, and 
been quiet; I ſhould have ſlept, then had I 
been at reſt. Theſe are the Thoughts which 
anguilh and deſpair will be apt to ſuggeſt to 
us : But, if ſuch refleQions are unreaſonable 
and unjuſt; if it be inconſiſtent with the 
Wiſdom of God, to create any thing in vain, 
and with his Goodzeſs, to give Trouble and 
Affliction, without any hope of recompenſe ; 
then we muſt conclude, that there 7s zo God; 
or, atleaſt, that he 7s not the Creator and 
Governour of the World; becauſe there are 

no 
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no o tokens, either of his Wiſdom, or Good- 
neſs, to be found in Mas. And therefore 
Man could not derive his Being from Goo. 
And, if Man, who is, in many reſpects, the 
moſt perfect of all the Beings we are acquain- 
ted with, be not the Workmanſhip of God, 
it is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe that any thing 
”"/ * 

SUCH will be the reſult of all our thoughts 
concerning God, upon a ſuppoſition that there 
is no future State of Lite appointed for Men. 
And what relief would it be to us, in this 
caſe, to look abroad and ſurvey the World 
without us? To what purpoſe ſhould we 

then conſider the Heavens, and the Earth, 

and all the glorious Beings that are therein? i 
And of what uſe will it be to us, to examine 
into the wonderful contrivance and diſpoſi- 
tion of the Univerſe, when the utmoſt Know- 
ledge we can gain by all our ſearch and ſtudy, 
will be reduced at laſt to this one me lancho- 
ly Truth; that there is nothing in the whole 
compaſs of Nature, either regular, or * 
rable, but Mau? 

HAPPIER therefore, much 3 are 
they who never trouble themſelves to know 
any thing, either of God, or themſelves, or other 
Bern; but uſe and enjoy whatſoever 7s be- 


fore 
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fore them, without ain any Queſtion, ei- 
ther for Conſcience, or Curiolity ſake : Who 
carry on the buſineſs of Life in the way they 
have been taught, and accuſtomed to, with- 
out enquiring after any other; and who go 
down to the Grave, without ever conſider- 
ing whither they go, or what will be after 
them. 

4. AND, if theſe obſervations hold, it will 
be eaſy to make good what follows, vi. that 
if we exclude the conſiderations of Religion, 
and a Future State, it would be mere for the 
real advantage and happineſs of Mankind, in 
other reſpectu, to live in a ſlate of pure ſim- 
ple Mature, without Government and Law, 
than to unite into ſeveral Bodies, under civil 
Conſtitutions. | 

THIS, I am ſenſible, will appear very 
ſtrange at firſt view; becauſe both the rea! 
and /uppoſed advantages of Mens living toge - 
ther in ſaciety, are ſo conſpicuous, and are 
thought ſo neceſſary to our well- being; eſpe- 
cially when the ſtate of rude and ſavage Peo- 
ple is conſider'd at the ſame time; that we 
cannot imagine our ſelves capable of any hae 
pineſs or eaſe without them. The vaſt im- 
provements of Knowledge, the great variety 
of Arts and Imployments, and the many ſur- 

I prizing 
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prizing Inventions that are made uſe of for 
convenience, pleaſure, or defence, are within 
every body's notice, who lives in a civilized 
well-governed Country. And therefore, to 
affirm, that any People, who want all theſe 
things, can be happier than they that enjoy 
them, mult ſeem at firſt, to moſt Perſons, a 
hard ſaying, which they are not able to bear; 
though, upon farther reflection, and a jult 
compariſon of both ſtates, Lam apt to believe 
it will prove very true. 


FOR, if we conſider Men in a /ate of pare 
Natare, without any extraordinary Art or 
Power among them; we ſhall find, that their 
appetites and deſires are fever, and more re- 
gular than ours ; that they aim at nothing 
beyond the mere zeceſſaries of Life ; and, 
that what they account neceſſary, lies in a 
very narrow room, and is purchaſed with ve- 
ry little Iabour And” care. Pride, Envy, and 
Malice,are hardly known among them; and 
when their immediate wants are ſupplyed, 
they have but few occaſions to qzarrel with 
one another, becauſe there ſeldom happens 
any. ground for competition. 

TIS true indeed, they are very ignorant; 
but herein (as it plainly follows from what 
hath been ſaid upon a former head) conſiſts 

the 
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the chief part of their Happineſs : For by 
this means they are free from all ſtinging Re- 

Hectious upon what is paſt, and from all un- 
eaſy apprebenſions of what is ts come. Their 
Thoughts are wholly taken up with the pre- 
ſent ; and, whatever trouble or calamity be- 
fall them, they never make it worſe than it 
is, by laying on frightful colours: Neither 
are they ſubject to any of thoſe numberleſs 
afflictions and torments, which Men, even of 
the higheſt condition in the czv:/;2ed part of 
the World, create to themſelves, by impoteut 
Deſires, imaginary Fears, unneceſſary Cares, 
fruitleſs Sorrows, and irregular Ways of li- 
VINg. I 

IN what reſpects then can it be ſaid, that 
our condition 1s przferable to theirs ? There 
are, I confeſs, in every Society, ſome Perſons 
to be found, who, by living pretty evenly 
and regularly, according to the dictates of 
their improved Reaſon, do not only take 
greater pleaſure and ſatisfaction in themſelves, 
but, by a right uſe and application of all the 
external conveniences of Life, do raiſe their 
happineſs to a higher degree, than any Man 
can attain to in a mere zatxral State : But 
even theſe Men, it they carry their Thoughts 
as far as they ought to do, will be very un- 
IA _ eaſy 
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eaſy under the certain convict ion, that they 
muſt ſoon die, and ceaſe to he and to be hap- 
% together: And their Souls will be difquie- 
ted within them, when they find, that, after 
all the advancements they have made in 
Knowledge, they are able to give no better 
account of themſelves. 'This is ſuch a Re. 
flection, as will puzzle and torment them eve- 
ry time it comes into their Minds: And there- 
fore, in order to have a true reliſh of thoſe 
advantages, which they enjoy above their 
rude and barbarons Brethren, they muſt in 
this point have recourſe to the ſame Igaso- 
rance, and want of thinking, which ſaves 
theſe poor People from abundance of that 
pain and uneaſineſs, which the Thoughts and 


Imaginations of politer Men are continually 
raiſing i in them. 
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BUT there are very few who come ſo near 
being happy, as I have now ſuppoſed ſome to 
be: For, the greateſt part of thoſe who are 
diſtinguiſhed by the large ſhare they have of 
the outward ornaments * conveniences of 
Life, as well as capacities and opportunities 
of Pleaſure, are not content with what they 
have, but are always careful and ſollicitous 
for more: They are always diſtracted with 
envy and grief to ſee aching better provided ; 
= and 
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and they continually meet with occaſions of 
jealouſy and reſentment, from the deſigns and 
behaviour of thoſe that fear or envy them : 
So that, ſome way or other, they are conſtant- 
ly expoſed to ſuch troubles and inconvenien= 
ces, as Men that want all theſe extraordinary 
advantages are perfect ſtrangers to: And 
therefore, notwithſtanding the outward figure 
and appearance they make, they are really 
and truly, all things conſidered, more miſera- 
ble than thoſe deſpiſed Creatures who live 
without either Law, or Government. 

AND as to the poor and Jabonring part of 
Mankind, which make the bulk of every So- 
ciety, they are in no reſpect eaſier or better 
in the condition they are in, than they would 
be in ſuch a ſtate of Nature as is before de- 
ſcribed : For they do but juſt live now; they 
have but little more beſides the neceſſaries of 
Life belonging to them; and it is with conti- 
nual labour and toil that they eat their bread; 
which is never got ſo eaſily, and is ſeldom 
enjoy'd fo ſecarely, as it is among thoſe Peo- 
ple, who appear naked, and deſtitute of all 
things; and yet, having where withal to ſup- 
port themſelves, are happier than the others, 
inaſmuch as they li ve ee, and without care, 
and have no apprehenſion of wart, loſs, or 
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oppreſſion; all which, the leſſer "PATH of 


every Nation conſtantly dread, and almoſt 
as conſtantly endure. 


THERE are therefore, even in aha beſt and 


moſt regular Societies, but a very few, who 


enjoy the advantages of ſuch conſtitutions of 
living, in compariſon of thoſe that would be 
as happy without them. And, when there is 
a rude, arbitrary, and unskilful Tyranny ſet 
up, (as this is the caſe of the tar greateſt part 
of the World now under Government) the 
generality of the People, in all theſe Coun- 
tries, are evidently more m/ereble for being 
anited together into Bodies under Governors, 
than they would be if they ved wild, and 
ſought their bread 7 deſolate places; as would 
plainly appear, were the Subjects of every 


arbitrary Government in the World allowed 


to draw up a faithful repreſentation of all the 

amazing hardſhips and miſeries they endure. 
MUCH more might be offered for confir- 

ming the truth of this reflection; as the many 


painful and hazardous methods of gain, the 


many ſtrange as of cruelty and deſtruction, 
and the various ſorts of annatural vice and 
depravity, that have been invented and pra- 
ctiſed in thoſe places which have had the re- 
putation of being moſt civiliaa and polite, 

and 
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and where Learning and Knowledge have 
been at the greateſt height. But I am well 
aware of what might be here objected; that 
to inſiſt upon Proots of this ſort, is to argue 
againſt the common ſenſe of Mankind: And 
therefore, all that I ſhall add farther in main- 
tenance of what I have been now urging, 
ſhall be, to ſhew, that the common ſenſe of 
Mankind, as far as we are capable of learning 
what it is, or what it would be, if proper try- 
als could be made, will juſtify all the reaſo- 
nings before uſed. 


NOW, to prove this point by Experience 
I am ſenſible, is a very hard task; becauſe it 
is very difficult for one Man to enter into the 
experience of another, eſpecially in matters of 
pure taſte and reliſh; as all forts of Pleaſure 
and Happineſs are. But the following Caſes 
will give us the greateſt light we can expect. 
Should we ask any of the meaneſt and pooreſt 
Members of that much- admired Conſtitution 
under which we live, whether they would be 
content to quit that wretched laborious way 
of living they are here condemned to, and be 
tranſported into a w2/d, lawleſs Country, 
there to range free and uncontrouled, ſeeking 
for food and ſhelter in the ſame manner as the 
ancient N atives do; Lam confident we 1 
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find but very few, who would be willing to 
make ſuch an exchange; not only becauſe 
they had been long inured to poverty and 
hard labour, and were fearful of any new con- 
dition, leſt it ſhould prove worſe than their 
own; but becauſe they are fooliſh enough to 

be pleaſed with the Riches, Plenty, and Ho- 
zour of the Nation they belong to, though 
they have not the leaſt ſhare themſelves in 


any of them. 


AND ſhould the like Offer denne to any 
of thoſe Savages, that are found in ſeveral re- 
mote parts of the Earth, to change Country 
and Cozditivz with our poor People; it would 
be iĩmpoſſible, I believe, to perſuade them to 
| bear all the /aboxr and canine ment that would 
ou accompany ſuch a change. Nay farther, there 


8 | is very good ground to.conclude, from Expe- 
'vF riments already made, that they would pre- 


fer their own way of living to the eaſieſt and 
beſt condition we could place them in. Hi- 
therto then experiexce,as far as we can judge, 
ſeems to favour equally both ſides of the Que- 
ſtion. The only way therefore to try this 
matter fairly and throughly, is, to ask the 
rich, the learned, and the great, whoſe Cir- 
cumſtances are eafß, and whoſe Underſtand- 
ings are improved, which of the two ſtates af 
Life 
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Life before-mention'd they ſhould be diſpo- 
{ed to chooſe, were they under a neceſſity of 
chooſing one of them. And here I will not 
put the hardeſt caſe poſſible, though it takes 
in great numbers, Whether they had rather 
ſpend their Whole Lives in Mines, Galleys, or 

Priſons; but, what is common to the grea- 
teſt part of every Society, Whether they had 
rather earn a poor ſcanty proportion of bad 
food and raiment, by conſtant hard labour, 

and bear all-the other uſual Inconveniences 
and Hardſhips which attend a neceſſitous Fa- 
mily, than live in ſuch a wild fate of Na- 
ture, as is here recommended to their choice, 
Now, if there are very few, or none, of ſuch 
a character, in any Society, who would not 
make this latter ſtate their option; then is it 
reaſonable to conclude, that this is the more 
eligible condition of the two, the wi/e/ and 
happieſt part of Mankind being judges: And 
very few certainly there are, who would not 
thus chooſe for themſelves, had they nothing 
elſe but the eaſe and d of this Life to 
determine them. 


BUN, on the other ſide, if theſe things be 
conſidered with regard to Religion; it mult 
be allowed, that without Society, Law, and 
Government, there can be but little or no Re- 

K gion 


. 
ligion any where in the World; becauſe, with- 
out theſe helps, Man is capable of but very 
little Kzzowledge. By theſe means therefore 
is the knowledge of God and Providence, of 
the Rules and Duties of Life, and of future 
Rewards and Puniſhments, preſerved, propa- 
gated, and enforced among us. And Govern- 
ment is, in the nature of it, ſufficient for 
this end, though not for the preſent Happi- 
eſs of Mankind; as hath been already ſhewn: 
It is, I ſay, ſufficient for this end; becauſe, if 
due care were taken by Governours and Ma- 
giſtrates, to inſtruct their People, every bo- 
dy, of what condition ſoever he be in any So- 
cCiety, whether rich or poor, baſe or honoura- 
ble, is capable of knowing and doing his Du- 
ty to God, ſo far as he is not wanting to him- 
ſelf; and thereby of obtaining that Happineſs 
in another World, which every Man ſeeks for 

here in vain. | 

AND upon this view likewiſe all the other 
Principles before laid down will prove to be 
true and juſt. For, if thi World be a paſſage 
to a better, then will it be worth our while 
to go through it, whatever Troubles and In- 
convenience we meet with in our way. If 
we have a Ringdom prepared for us, which 
Fleſh and Blood cannot inherit, then will it 
* behove 


n | 
behove us to take more care of our Souls 
than of our Bodjes, and to prefer ſpiritual 
things to carual. And then alſo will Kzow- 
ledge be pleaſant to the Soul, and we ſhall 
love Light rather than Darkneſs ; when the 
more we know, and the farther we look, the 
larger will be the proſpect, and the ſtronger | 
the aſſurance we ſhall have of that heavezly 
Bliſs, which is the Crown of Life, and the 
recompenſe of the reward promiſed by God, 
to them that diligently ſeek him. 


THUS doth it evidently appear, from all 
the variety of proof, which the being and at- 
tributes of God, the nature and condition of 
Man, and the preſent ſtate of things in this 
World can furniſh us with, that the true Exd 
of Man, and the only ls vb of human Life 
aſſi ignable, is to ſerve God here, in order to 
enjoy the Happineſs he hath prepared for us in 
a future State. Let us now look back, and 
conſider the whole Argument together. Can 
any of us ſuppoſe, that Man was made at all 
adventures, without any End or Deſign? Can 
we be ſo abſurd as to believe, that we were 
framed and faſhioned without any Kpowledge 

or Wiſdom in our Maker or Cauſe of our 
Beins and yet, that we ſhould have RD 
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ledge and Wiſdom enough to diſcern this, and 


to find fault with our being put ſo ill toge- 


ther? Were this the true caſe, that Man was 
mage by chance; then it follows, that he ought 
to live at rardom. If no Wiſdom or Reaſon 
were imployed 1 the compoſition of his Be- 
ing, none are neceſſary for the government 
and direction of his Life; but, as he was 
made at firſt, ſo ought he to be Sed all 


the while he continues in being ; that is, by 


external impreſſions and occaſions, without 
any care or foreſight of his own, and with- 
out pointing and directing his actions to any 
end whatever. But this is ſuch a flat contra- 
diction to common ſenſe and experience, that 
even thoſe who aſcribed the rigiual of Man- 
kind, as well as every thing elſe, to Chance, 
have thought it neceſſary 1 that Man 
ſhould ive according to Reaſon. In conſe- 
ence of which opinion they have acquain- 
ted us with what ſeemed to them the trueſt 
and moſt proper ed of human Life; they have 
given us likewiſe a great many Rules and Di- 
rectious for the ſurer attainment of it; and 
have very gravely recommended Miſuam and 
Virtze to our choice. But how inconſiſtent 
are theſe things with their main Principle? 
For if, in the preſent ſtate of our Being, we 
cannot 


(69) 
cannot help owning, that 1/7 [dom belongs to 
Man; and, that there is ſome certain End 
which he ought to aim at in all his actions; 
much more reaſon is there to believe, that 
he was formed and faſhioned at firſt by ſome 
wiſe and powerful Author, wonderful in coun- 
| ſel, and excellent in working ; there' being 
nothing in the conduct and regulation of hu- 
man Life, which is any ways anſwerable to 
the Skill that was ſhewn'in making Man. 
Nay, ſo much plainer, and more undeniable, 
are the tokens and indications of Wiſdom, in 
the frame and compoſition of Man, than in 
the preſent ſlate and condition of 55 living in 
the Word, that ſome of thoſe, who, from 
the wonderful contrivance of the World, and 
particularly of humane Nature, were forced 
to conclude, that there ws a God, who crea- 
ted all things. Afterwards, when they- ob- 
ſerved how azequally the affairs of Mankind 
were managed, how much folly, and vanity, 
and miſery they were all ſubject to, and how 
little profit a Mam hath M all his Labour, and 
Knowledge, and Virtue, wherein he hath 
ſhewed himſelf wiſe under the Sun; even theſe 
very Men, I ſay, were, from this only conſi- 
deration, tempted to deny their Maker, chu- 
{ing rather to believe, that Time and Chance 

hap 
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happeneth to all things, than that God ſhould 
make man in wiſdom, and yet ſuffer him to 
ſpend all the days of bis vain Life as a ſhadow, 
without ever knowing what is good for him. 
And herein have they juſtly reaſoned, were 
all our hopes and expectations confined to 
this Life, But thoſe who have conſiderꝰd the 
nature and circumſtances of Man more ex- 
actly, have acknowledg'd the Wiſdom of the 
whole Diſpenſation: For, as from the per- 
Feclion of Man's Being, they have been obli- 
ged to own, that God was his Creator; ſo, 
from the imperfections of his preſent State, 
they have been neceſſarily led to infer, that 


God hath appointed ſome other and better 
ſtate of Life for him. 


AND indeed there is no middle way to 
take in our reaſonings upon this ſubje&; for 
every thing concerning Man, muſt either Ha- 
pen by chance, or be wiſely ordered. If Man 
was made by chance, it 1s ridiculous to talk 
to him of the ends of Life ; and to preſcribe 
rules and meaſures for his conduct. Thinłk- 
ing, and reaſoning, and chaſing, are actions 
that do not belong to him : And his whole 
Life muſt then-be ſuppoſed to be one conti- 
nued dream, where a variety of vain images 
and uſeleſs agitations, ſucceed one another, 


n 


till the Sleep of Death cloſes the Scene. But 


if there be any Wiſdom diſcernible in the 


frame of Man, then was he certainly made 


by God, from whom cometh every good and 
perfect gift: And if he was made by God, 
he muſt be made for ſome wiſe end and pur- 
poſe; and that end muſt needs be ſuch as is 
agreeable to his Nature, and ſuch as is attain- 
able, or elſe he could not be wiſely made ; 
nor conſequently could God be the Author of 
his Being. Since therefore tis manifeſt that 


Man, with all his Knowledge and Underſtan- 


ding, is act capable of obtaining that End 
which is proper and agreeable to his nature 
in this Life, it neceſſarily follows, that God 
hath appointed ſome other ſtate for him : For 
it is impoſſible to conceive, either that God 
ſhould have 20 End in making Man; or, that 
he ſhould make him utterly incapable of ob- 
taining that End for which he deſigned him : 
That he ſhould give him capacities that could 


Never be filled, and inclinations and defires 


that could never be anſwered; that he ſhould 
deceive him with falſe hopes, amuſe him with 
the proſpect of good things at a diſtance which 


he could never reach; and ſuffer him all the 
days of his Life to labour for the Wind, and 


to weary himſelf for very Vanity, It is not 
| > ml 
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in reaſon to be thought or imagined, that God 
| ſhould lead all Mankind (as the Scriptures 
tell us he did Moſes) through a Wilderneſs, 
and then carry them to the top of a high 
Mountain, and ſhew them a Land flowing 
with milk and honey, and not permit any of 
them to ſet their Foot thereon, or to taſte of 
the Fruits of it: This, I fay, is no way recon- 
cileable to any notions we have of God; un- 
leſs it be allow'd at the ſame time, that there 
is ſome recompenſe of reward provided for 
Men in another World ; that there is a Hea- 
venly Canaan preferable to that on Earth, and 
a Jeruſalem above, which is far more odors 
ous than that below. 

THESE things then being laid together, 
it 1s very evident, either that thee is a future 
State; or elſe, that we were neither made by 
God, why a to any end or purpoſe at all. 
And, if Reaſon be permitted to have any 
weight or authority in determining this point, 
there can be no doubt which is the 19/7 rea- 
ſonable concluſion of the two. 


FOR, how can we go about to perſuade 
our ſelves by rational arguments, that our 
Reaſon is of no uſe or advantage to us? How 
can we {uppoſe, that all Men ſhould be con- 
ſtantly imployed in enquiring and ſearching 

for 
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for what none of them can find ? And what 
can induce us to believe, that Kzowledge and 
W:{dom 1hould carry us farther aff of the chief 
end of Life, than Ignorance and Fully; that the 
beſt {tate a Man can be in, is to know no- 
thing of himſelf; and, that all the 1 improve. 
ments and pen dans of Mind he is capable 
of, will only add veæation to vanity ? And 
yet, if there be 20 future State, theſe are Con- 
ſequences not to be avoided; as hath been 
ſhewa more at large Ta Do this diſcqurſe, 
— BUT, on the contrary, upon a future pro- 
ect, how do all the difficulties of divine Pro» 
vidence and human Nature clear up before ys? 
If there be another World, in which Men 
ſhall ve for ever, and where they ſhall he 
for ever happy, or miſerable, according as 
they order their behaviour here; then is it 
eaſy to account for all the ſeemingly unequal 
and irregular diſpenſations of this State: For 
then it will appear, that Man was made for an 
Eud that is worthy of him, and every way 
ſuitable ta his nature; ſuch as will anſwey all 
his deſires, requite all his pains, and exceed all 
his hopes, Then will the way of Life lie plain 
before our face, and we ſhall be deliver d from 
all that zucertainty and di//rafion which the 
various Propoſals of our own Reaſon, and 
L the 
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the different Sentiments of other Men, are 
now continually raiſing in us: Kzowledge 
and Virtue will then approve themſelves to 
our Minds, as real and neceſſary Perfections: 
We ſhall be ſenſible of the pre-eminence of 
the Soul above the Body; and the dignity of 
our whole Nature will be vindicated. When 
the troubles and calamities of this World lay 
hold of us, and even when tribulatios ariſeth 
for Religion and Virtue's ſake, we ſhall not be 
offended; becauſe we know that our /:ght 
Aftiction, which is bat for a moment, work- 
eth for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
wezeht of Glory, We ſhall think it no hard- 
{ſhip to deny our ſelves the pleaſnres of Sin 
for a ſeaſon, when we are ſure that the joy 
which is ſet before us, ſhall continue for e- 
ver: Neither ſhall we look upon this as any 
objection to Providence, that, upon ſome oc- 
caſions, the wicked ſhould ix their Life-time 


receive good things, and the righteous evil 


things; when we know that zu the Life to come 
theſe ſhall be comforted, and the other tormen- 
ted. In ſhort, whatever ſtate or condition we 
are in, or however the affairs of the World 
are ordered, the comfortable aſſurance of a 
future State will fix and eſtabliſh our Minds, 
and give us Peace and Ref? on every ſide. ' 

8 IT 


. 

IT is therefore of the utmoſt conſequence 
to us, to be ſatisfied whether there be any o- 
ther World or not: For, upon the determina- 
tion of this point depend all the iſſues of hu- 
man Life. All our notions and ſentiments of 
things will be different, and all our actions 
will run in a different chanel, according as we 
believe, or disbelieve, a future State. 


IF we are perſuaded that there is no ſuch 
thing, then it matters not how we came hi- 
ther, nor which way the courſe of this World 
Is ade nor what manner of Life we 
chuſe, or are thrown upon: For, in this caſe, - 
all the colours of God and Evil will be con- 
founded, and the marks of Truth utterly de- 
faced: It will be all darkneſs about us, and 
we muſt grope out our way as well as we 
can. What inclinations we feel in our ſelves, 
thoſe we muſt gratify ; and the Paſſions that 
prevail moſt, muſt be ſuffered to reign ; and 
whatever appears to be for our preſent con- 
wvenience, pleaſure, or intereſt, that we muſt 
purſue, till we meet with ſome rub in our 
way which turns us into another track. Up- 
on this ſuppoſition every Man's conduct will 
be as wiſe as another's; and, whether a Man 
change his way of living, or continue the 
fame courſe, it will be all one : We have but 

LM. a {mall 


CT 
a ſmall ſpot of ground to cultivate, and every 
Man may ſow what he likes beſt in his own 
Garden; for the care and toil will be much 
alike to all, and every one will at laſt receive 
the ſame fruit of his Labours. 

BUT, on the contrary, if we are fully con- 
vinced that God hath made us, and defign'd 
us for another Life, what manner of Perſons 
cnght wwe to be in all holy Converſation and 
Godlineſs! Then will Religion be our whole 
buſineſs and imploymeat, and all our Paſſions 
and Affections mult yield to the 2ve of God: 
Then will there be one thing neceſſary, and 
all our care and concern mult be ſpent in the 
purſuit; there will be one thing of great price, 
and we mult ſell all to purchaſe it. We muſt 
then look upon our ſelves as Strangers and 
Pilgrims here, who Jeck a better Country, 
where the ſtate and condition of our being 
will be inall reſpeQs very different from what 
it now is, or can be, and where we ſhall dwell 
forevermore; and conſequently we muſt make 
it the chief end and deſign of this Life, to fit 
and prepare ourſelves for a better; conſtant- 
ly reaching forth unto the things that are be- 
Fore, without being let or hizdred by any of 
che things of thi World, the faſhion of which 
paſjeth away, and the luſt thereof. 

ALL 
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Fs 8, 
ALL that remains then to be conſidered 
by us, is, Whether it be more reaſonable and 


comfortable to believe that we are mortal, or 


immortal Creatures; and which is the wiſeſt 
and moſt becoming choice a Man can make, 
to deſire and endeavour to be /;ke God, or to 
be content with being lite the Beaſts that 


Feri. 


AND who is there among us, ſo fond of 
mortality, as to chuſe the latter part? Which 
of all the Children of Men can, with the full 
conſent of his mind, deſire to periſh for ever, 
and be pleaſed with the thought that he ſhall 
go down to the Grave, and come ub no more? 
Can the rich Man be willing to quit all his 
Goods and Poſſeſſions in this World, without 


having laid up for himſelf any Treaſure in a- 


nother ? Can the wiſe, the mighty, and the 
honourable Men of the Earth, who have been 
endeavouring, all their Life- time, to ſtretch 


themſelves beyond the common meaſure of 


humanity, be content to draw in their wings, 


cContract their figure, and be gather'd to the 


common heap of Duſt, without any hopes of 
being ever diſtinguiſhed again? Can the ſez- 


ſual, and voluptuous, whole end is Pleaſure, 


wiſh and deſire to be in ſuch a ſtate, where 
they are ſure to loſe all their taſte and reliſh 
of 
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(* 
of every thing that is good and delightful ? 
Nay, Is there any Man upon Earth fo nie. 
rable, as freely to reſign his whole being, and 
all his intereſt in it for ever, while he hath 
any likelihood or poſſibility left of being com- 
pleatly and eternally happy after this ſhort 
Life is ended? No certainly; it is impoſſible 
for any Men whatſoever, to find the leaſt 
comfort or ſatisfaftion in believing that they 
ſhall periſh altogether; but ſuch only as are at 
the ſame time convinced in their own breaſts 
that, if there be another Life, Miſery will be 
their portion in it: Which is ſo far from being 


an argument againſt a future State, that no- 


thing can confirm us more in the belief of it. 
For, if the wicked cannot help condemning 


_ themſelves; if they cannot but think it reaſo- 


nable that they ought to be puniſhed, (as tis 
evident they do, when they are afraid of 4 
Judgment to come) it muſt be likewiſe as rea- 
ſonable to believe, that they ſhall receive 
what they deſerve; and, that the Sextence 
which they have paſt upon themſelves, being 
j#/t, ſhall ſome time or other be executed up- 
on them. And ſurely there is as much ground 
to hope for a future State, as there is to fear 
it: If there be a God that judgeth in the earth, 
verily there is a reward for the righteous; and 

| if 


620 
il there may be a Hell, there muſt be a Hea- 
Ven. 


LET us not rherefiive hearken to thoſe 
vain and malicious deceivers, who, becauſe 
they deſpair of having any part in the Book 
of Life, reproach their Maker, diſgrace their 
own Nature, and do what in them lies to 
deſtroy the Hope of Man, and to involve their 
Brethren in the ſame ſtate of Perdition with 
_ themſelves. 


LET us rather hearken to the Voice of 
Reaſon within us; whereby we are aſſured 
that we are the workmanſhip of a wiſe Being, 
who ordereth every thing to ſome proper 
end and purpoſe. Let us conſider the digni- 
ty of our Nature, and the pre-eminence of 
Man above all the other ranks and orders of 
living Creatures upon Earth; and let us re- 
verence our ſelves accordingly, and make a 
due uſe of the privileges we enjoy, in full 
hope and expectation of being advanced to 
a higher condition hereafter. | 


LET us, to whom are now committed the 
Oracles of God deliver'd to the Fatheys, re- 
member what is there revealed to them, that 
we were created in the image of God, and 
were formed and faſhioned for his glory; and 
let us endeavour all we can to preſerve that 


likeneſs 


_ 
* 
ä 


— = — — 1 = 


_ 
l - — oy = = 
_ \ —_—_— _ 
- _ _— * * * 1 — — 
= I 1 — . > 4 — 4 
5 <2 ER n A * dr — 


fy _ — 7, - = — . 
IA dts r= £4 > Il Sd 
Ne —— i 


- ay wt, - 


x 
= = 1 * N 2 = _ 
Teen - — — — — 2 — — on 
- * 7 — od 
: — * D er 4 

WY — - 2 2 * OTST”. 

Kay LEES 5 =” : 3 25 
4 — — — > — * CS — — B. — TSS 1 = 
= 4 ws. —_— — — 22 0 _ — 
— I = : — Y — | _—_ = — — — —8 
- 2258: = 2 = = >. — — 1 


x 
4 _ 
1 i 8 
= 
4 5 
4 
2 
* & | 
. 
. 
* 7 
1 33 
PA 4 
17 ®; A 
4 WS © 
Ft: * 1 „ 
= 1 g 3 
W; | 4 «Mg 
18 „ 
nn 
* ? __ 
1% 4 . 5 
1 . 
„ 78S 8 
N 5 = | . 1 
4:4 ll 
4 iy, "= 
: Wh : 
1 
6 hh 4 
_ 
73 PT | * 
" +: 
HY 4 
[ ; A 
3 44 
4B > 11 
4 $1 G 
11 
\ 14, 


——_— 4 
= — tt 
8 » wi. N 


(78) 


Jikeneſs wherein we were made, and to an- 


ſwer the Eud of our great Creator. 


BUT we, who are called Chriſtiaus, and 
have plainer Promiſes, and nobler Hopes to 
encourage us, than any of the ancient Fa- 
thers had; we, to whom Life and Immorta- 
lity are not only brought to light through the 


Goſpel ; but are ſo fully, and in fo lively and 


afefing a manner ſet before our face, that 
there can be no doubt now remaining what 
our end will be, we have certainly all the 
Obligations in the world to preſs toward the 
mark of the prize of the high calling of God in 
Chriſt Je ſus. 

THEREFORE, My beloved Brethren, let 
us be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding 
in the Work of the Lord, foraſmuch as we 


know, and are aſſured, from the united teſti- 


mony of Reaſon and Revelation, that our la- 
bour will not be in vain inthe Lord; but that 


in due ſeaſon, if we faint not, we ſhall reap 
* Life. 


AND thus having finiſhed the Proof I in- 
tended, and brought it into as narrow a com- 
paſs as I could, I ſhall cloſe my Diſcourſe 
with an addreſs to thoſe, for whoſe ſake J 
chiefly deſigned it, viz. to the Unbelievers 


af 


(39) 
of this Age and Country, whatever other 
ſtyle or denomination they take to them- 
ſelves, or is beſtowed upon them by the 
World. 

YOU are the Perſons, whom I earneſtly 
defire to conſider and examine what is here 
advanced; and from whom I expect, that this 
grand Article of a future State, ſhould be ei- 
ther confirmed, or confuted. In order therefore 
to debate the matter freely with you, and to 
bring it to a ſhort and certain iſſue, give me 
leave to obſerve to you, in the firſt place, 
how I have treated the ſubject, and what fort 
of Proof I have inſiſted upon. 

I HAVE not multiplied Words without 15 
cauſe, or amuſed you with nice and obſcure 
Reaſonings: It is but oe ſingle Argument I 
have made uſe of, to demonſtrate this impor- 
tant point, and that a zatxral eaſy argument, 
which every Man 1s a capable judge of ; and 
all the Reflections and Obſervations brought 
to ſupport it are immediately taken from Hu- 
man Nature, and from the preſent ſtate of the 
World; which are parts of Knowledge that 
lie open to every Man, who will either look 
into himſelf, or look about him. 


I HAVE not entertained you with a Phi- 
ans Diſquiſition concerning the Imma- 
M. teriality 
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teriality of our Souls; though this alone 
hath been thought ſufficient, by many lear- 


ned Heathens as well as Chriſliaus, to eſta- 


bliſh their Immortality, And you your 
ſelves plainly acknowledge the force of the 
Argument, by labouring all you can to de- 
{troy it. 

I HAVE not urged the authority of Men 
to you, notwithſtanding we have zumbers, 
and aztiquity of our ſide : I might have preſ- 
{ed you with what all Men of ſenſe and rea- 
ſon, in every diſpute where it can be offer'd 
lay great ſtreſs upon; and that is, the general 
conſent of Ages and Nations. I might have 
inſtanced, as Tully and other great Philoſo- 
phers have done, in many ancient and uni- 
verſal Cu/ioms that havz obtain*d throughout 
the World, even in ſome of the moſt barba- 
rous parts of it, which were plainly founded 
upon the belief of a future State, and the ex- 
Pectation of Immortality; but I choſe rather 


to appeal to hour ſelves only, and to call 


upon you to conſult your. own breaſts, and 
to obſerve what paſles in the World in your 
own time. 

I HAVE purpoſely avid all the evi- 
dence of Divine Revelation, becauſe you are 
pleaſed to queſtion, whether any Knowledge 

| Can 
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can be conveyed this way; and are apt to 
1mpute every thing that goes under this name 
or character to Prieſtcraft: Though tis evi- 
dent, from the very nature of the thing, that 
| Religion mult be older than Preſtcraft ; and 
all pretences to Inſpiration, Miracles, Spiri- 
tual Authority, &c. do manifeſtly ſuppoſe an 
antecedent Belief of a God, and the Obliga- 
tions of Mankind to obey him, upon the pro- 
ſpect of Rewards and Puniſuments. But, wa- 
ving all Pleas of this kind, it is Reaſon alone 
that I have made the judge in this Diſpute 3 
even hour own Reaſon, that Idol, which you 
have ſet up in oppoſition to God, the giver of 
this perfect gift. + 

AND now, let me ask you backs what 
Objections your Reaſon can ſuggeſt to you, 
againſt the Doctrine of 2 Future State. 


SEVERAL Perſons have (as we ſay) come 
out of their Graves, and appeared unto many, 
and by ſhewing themſelves alive again, have 
given 7#fall;ble proofs of the reality of another 
| ſtate of Being : But no Man can have retur. 
ned from the Grave, to tell you, that he 1, 
20 more; and, that he hath no ſenſe or re- 
membrance of anyr#hing left. You cannot 
ther efore be /are that you ſhall periſh utter- 
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682) 
ly, from any information or intelligence of 
this kind. 


WHAT probable Arguments then can 1n- 
duce you to lelleve that this will be your 


fate? What agreeatle Views or ProſpeQs 


can diſpoſe you to hope for it? 


DOES the Nature of Man appear to you 
ſo perfect, as not to want, or to be capable of, 
farther improvements? Is the courſe of this 
World ſo regularly ordered, that there is no- 
thing to be mended in another? Or, is it in- 
conſiſtent with the Majeſty, Wiſdom, Good. 
zeſs, or any other Attribute of God, to 
lengthen out the Being of Man, and to give 
him more Knowledge and Happineſs than he 
now enjoys? No certainly! there is nothing 
within the compaſs of this World that can 
lead you to conclude, that there never {hall 
be any other. 


THE utmoſt of what can be PTE by 
the moſt determined Infidel, is only this: 
That, notwithſtanding all the fair appearances 
of the truth of a fature State, tis poſſible, af- 
ter all, that there may le none. And, in order 
to make out this u be, three other very hard 
ſuppoſitions are neceſlat..7z. That ' tis poſ- 
ſible matter may thizk; that the Soul, tho' it 

ſhould 
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ſhould be immaterial, may nevertheleſs be 
mortal; and, that there may perhaps be 10 
God. But tis plain, that the two firſt of 
theſe ſuppoſitions can ſignify nothing at all 
without the third; becauſe, if there be 4 God, 
all the reaſons before urged for a future State 
will be concluſive, whatever the nature of 
the Soul be. 


FOR, if the Soul be a diſtin Principle 
from the Body, there is no doubt but God is 
able to preſerve it in a ſeparate /?ate of Be- 
ing, when the Body is diſſolved; or he can 
prepare another Body to receive it; or he can 
re-unite it to the ſame, as he ſhall think fit. 
But, ſuppoſing what we call the So be no- 
thing elſe but 2 ſpark that moves in the heart, 
God can keep alive that ſpark for ever, with 
the ſame eaſe that he firſt kindled it. If Man 
be only a Machine, a mere piece of Clockwork, 
God, who made this Machine, can put it to- 
gether again, when broke and crumbled into 
Duſt, and ſer it a going in the ſame manner 
as before. It we conſider only what may be, 
there is no arguing againſt the Almighty : 
And if an Almzghty Being hath any other 
Attributes, beſides Power, (as to be ſure he 
hath) from every other Perfection that be- 
longs to him, we may eaſily conclude. what 
will 
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will be, or what it is reaſonable to expect 


ſhould be. For, if there be any Kyowledee, 


or Wiſdom, in the Moſt High; if there be 
any Juſtice or Goodneſs in him that gave us 
this Soul; he muſt certainly have ordained 
another ſlate of Life tor us; or elſe we ſhall 


be forced to ſay, that a w/e, juſt, and gra- 


cious Being, of infinite Power and Know- 
ledge, hath made all Men in vain ; which 
(as hath been fully proved in the for egoing 
Diſcourſe ) it is impoſſible for us to conceive 


or imagine. 


BUT let us ſuppoſe farther, chat there 1s 
zo God; that is, no ſuch intelligent Being as 
is juſt before deſcribed; and, that nothing elſe 
is meant by that word, but what is otherwiſe 
ſtyled Nature; the ſame abſurd conſequence 
will ſtill return upon us: For no Philoſophy 
will allow, that Nature ſhould do any thing 
iu vain; and yet, if there be no future State, 
all the Works of Nature, however great, re- 
gular, and beautiful they may ſeem at pre- 
ſent, would then be found to be made ts 10 
parpoſe. The ſtructure and diſpoſition of the 
Heavens, and of the Earth, together with all 
that variety and order of Beings contained in 
them, which is now the ſubject of our admi- 
ration, will, upon this ſuppoſition, appear to 

us 
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us more abſurd and ridiculous, than if there 
was no Hrmament yet made, if the Earth 
eas {till without form, and void, and darkneſs 
continued pox the face of the Deep. For, 
what greater abſurdity can be imagined than 
this, viz. that the Heavens, and all the Hoſt 
ef them, ſhould be formed and faſhioned in 
the manner they are, for the uſe, contempla- 
tion, and delight of Man, whoſe Spirit goeth 
downward to the Earth; that Lights ſhould 
be ſet in the Firmament of Heaven, to be for 
ſigns, and for ſeaſons, and for days, and for 
years, to poor wretched Mortals, only to 
enable them to compute the number of their 
Labours, to meaſure the length of their Pilgri- 
mage, and to fee and behold with their Eyes, 
as well as underſtand with their Hearts, that 
there is no Profit under the Sus; and, that 
the Earth ſhould be given to the Children of 
Men, that they might eat of it with ſorrow 
all the days of their life, and then return to 
the Ground, from dohence they were taken ? 
Had Babylon, the Glory of Kingdoms, been 
built for no other end, but to be a habit ation 
or Dragons, and a Court for Owls; that 
wild Beaſts of the Deſart might lie there, 
that her Hozſes might be full of doleful Crea- 
tures, and Satyrs dance in her pleaſant Pa- 

laces; 
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(836) 
laces; all the ſtreugth, beauty, and grandeur 
of the place, and all the art, till, and power 
that were imployed in building this City, 
would only have ſerved to heighten the folly 
of the author and contriver of ſuch a ſtupen- 
dous Work. And much more ridiculous muſt 
all this glorious Fabrick, which we call the 
World, appear to us, ſhould we ſuppoſe that 
the deſign of the whole contrivance was, that 
the Beaſts of the field, and the Firuls of the air 
might range to and tro, and ſeek their meat, 
and take their paſiime therein, till they die 
and return to their Duſt. And what is Man, 
that more regard ſhould be had to him in 
framing the plan of this World, than to any 
other moving Creature that hath Life, if that 
which befalleth Man befalleth Beaſ?s, and his 
laſt end be like theirs ? If the Heavens were 
not made to declare to us the Glory of God, 
and to raiſe our Thoughts and Deſires to 
things above; if God did not create ws in the 
beginning for his Glory, and form ns for him- 
ſelf; and it, after Worms have deſtroyed this 
Body, we {hall not ſee our Redeemer ſtand at 
the latter Day uponthe Earth, then will it be 
proper for us to remove this whole Scene of 
things from our Thoughts, as no way worthy 
of our Contemplation, aad as having leſs con- 
cern 


687) 
cern and intereſt in the Heavens, and in the 
Earth, and in the whole Oeconomy of Na- 
ture, than any of our fe llow- Creatures, who 
uſe and enjoy what is needful for them, with- 
out the folly of admiring, or the uneaſineſs 
of complaining. | 

FROM whence then can you be furniſhd 
with Reaſons againſt the Immortality of Man, 
when, without this ſuppoſition, all the works 
of” Nature appear to human underſtanding to 
be vain, and unaccountable; and, on the other 
ſide, whea all the Objections you can poſſibly 
raiſe againſt G% and Providence, may be 
fairly urged as fo many Proofs of a Future 
State? 

AND if no probable Reaſons can be found 
to induce you to believe that there is no fu- 
ture State, what can diſpoſe and incline you 
to hope there 1s none ? 


SUPPOSING we were all of us to 


periſh entirely, Soul and Body; what fatis- 
faction could this Thought give us? Quid 


habet iſta res aut Ietabile, aut glorioſum ? © 


What matter of joy or triumph could this 
afford us ? 

THAT wiſe and learned Heathen Tlly 
had his Soul ſopoſſeſt with the expeQation of 
Immortality, as openly to declare, that, were 

it 
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it poſſible for him to be miſtaken in his Opi- 
nion, he ſhould be very unwilling to know 
it: He deſired to enjoy his Error; he was a- 
fraid of being robbed even of this falſe Hope, 
this pleaſing Deluſion. And why ſhould we 
not all be affected in the ſame manner? Were 
it nothing elſe but a Dream, a mere Vion of 
the night, yet why ſhould we deſire to be 
awaked out of this Dream, when our waking 
Thoughts cannot preſent us wich any image 
ſo agreeable and entertaining as this? Could 
it be certainly proved to us, that there is 20 
future State ; we ſhould then be as when a 
hungry Man dreameth, and behold he eateth; 
but he awaketh, and his Soul is empty: Or as 
when a thir/iy Man dreameth, and behold he 
drinketh ; but he awaketh, and behold he is 
faint, and his Soul hath appetite. For fo do 
we zaturall/ hunger and thirſt after Tumor- 
tality, and are continually reaching after it, 


and enjoying the proſpect; that, ſhould we 


once be convinced that there is no ſuch 
thing to be expected, all our Defires would 
remain unfatisfyed, and our Soul would faint 
withinus ; becauſe we ſhould then find our 
ſelves deſtitute of all the proper nouriſhment 
and ſupport of thinkizg Beings. Neither is 
this the worſt of the caſe; but when we con- 

| f ſidered 


( 89 ) 
ſidered our ſelves as confined to this ſhort 
uncertain period of Lite; where we are ill 


provided with neceſſaries, buſied in little in- 


ſignificant imploy ments, engaged in fruitleſs 


purſuits, encompaſſed with a train of evils 


and calamities, running to and fro in queſt of 


trifles, and laying ares and digging pits for 
one another, till we all ſall into the ſame bot- 


tomleſs gulph together: Such conſiderations 
and reflections as theſe would make us deſpiſe 


and abhor ourſelves, and curſe the day where- 


in we were born, had we no hopes, after we 


had made our Bed in the darkneſs, r. of ſceing | 
the light again without miſery, and of enen 


ing Life 3 bitterneſs of Soul. And, 


ſhall we give up all theſe glorious hopes our 
ſelves? Shall we make that. the Object of 
our Wiſhes, which is tlie firſt Deſire of the 
Soul, and the conſtant Endeavour of Na- 
ture to avoid? Let us examine our ſelves 


more cloſely, and ſee how we can bear 
the Thought of loſing our whole Being for 


CVer. 


NOW, the beſt turn that can be given to 
this abſiud Notion, is, that what puts an end 


to our Being, will alſo put an end to all the 
Pain and Travel we endure in Life. When 
we 8⁰ down to the Grave, we ſhall find re/?, 


N and 


n 
— —_ Y r * — 85 
. — 


2 Rt. 


— 


— 
— 


—— — —_—— — — 


— 7 — 


22 
— 
1 ry 
4 N 
' WJ 
i ; 
| wy 
rs 
. 
+ = 
i were 
AA 
1 
N 4 
1 144 
i Wh | 
418 : 
1.3 
144 
55 k 
. 
. 
[4 0 
_ 
* 1 oy 
\ . 
% 444 
4. 
\, -! 
* + 7 
o (LN N R. 
1 1:3 
A : 
1 
o ig Ml 
ry {4 
+ SHY 
- i 
ah 'q 
6 : * 
1 
— 1 
4 
is 
is 4 
1 +. 
BA 
2 344 
= | 
1 
1 F 
4 
7 
N 
5 
| 
\ i 
4 
—_ 


— a_c . 
ä 


(99) 
and niet, and ſecurity; there we ſhall ceaſe 
From Trouble; we ſhall reſt from our Labours; 
we ſhall be free from the Oppreſſor. But will 
not our Glory and our Pomp ceaſe with us? 
Will not our Mirth alſo ceaſe, and the Noiſe 
of them that rejoice be at an end ? Will not 
all our purpoſes be broken off, and our thoughts 
periſh ? And muſt we not quit all thoſe views 
and proſpects of good to come, by which alone 
our Spirits are enabled to bear up under the 
evil that was preſent ? And, if all this muſt 
be allowed, (as to be ſure it muſt) this a- 
mounts to a plain confeſſion of the whole 
Argument; that, if there be no future State, 
Man deus made in vain : for certainly it would 
have been much better for us aever to have 
been born, than to enter into Life only to 
walk croſs the ſtage, or to act a ſhort part, 
and then appear no more; and nothing can 
give us a more contemptible notion of human 
condition, than to ſuppoſe, that the moſt de- 
firable Ezd of the longeſt and happieſt Lite 


is, to live 20 longer. 


ANOTHER Plea, that is commonly 
offer'd in behalf of 4n#ihilation, is, that this 
Doctrine will deliver Men from the fear of 
| Future Puniſhment, and make Life go off 
more EQ than it would do under ſuch a 

trou- 


(91) 
troubleſome apprehenſion. But, who are 
they that are afraid? Are you ſo weak and 
fooliſh, who pretend to deny a future State? 
This is to own your ſelves to be wicked, 
and to have deſerved puniſhment : And how 
can you entertain ſuch vile diſhonourable 
Thoughts of your ſelves ? If there be a 
future State, why ſhould you not expect as 
good a portion in it as any of your Brethren? 
From whence proceeds that ſecret whiſper 
in your Breaſts, that, if you ſhould hereaf- 
ter be brought before the Judgment-ſeat of 
God, you muſt needs be cordemaed? The 
iunocent and the virtuous have no ſuch fears 
about them ; they- think of nothing but 
Crowns and Kingdoms, Rivers of Pleaſure, 
and everlaſting Joy: And, when they are 
told of weeping, and wailing, and gnaſhing 
of Teeth, the Worm that never dies, and the 
Fire unquenchable, none of theſe images ter- 
rify, or diſturb them. But, if you ſhall be 
found in the number of thoſe, Qui ſe totos 
libidinibus, dedidiſſent, atque flagitiis ſe iu- 
quinaſſent, vel in republics violandi fraudes 
inexpiabiles coxcepifſent : If you have aban- 
doned your ſelves to a profligate, vicious 
courſe of Life; or have been guilty of any 


villainous Deſign again the publick ; then 
you 
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you do well to fear and tremble at the 
thoughts of a Judgment to come: But the 
beſt way to be rid of this fear, would be, to 


believe and repent, and to fin no more; and 
not to go about to perſuade your ſelves, that 


you ſhall not for all nee nen be e 
into Judgment. 


BUT perhaps you will pretend that you 
are not afraid ou ſelves; but you look upon 
it as a generous thing, to deliver others from 


this unneceſſary Tormeat, and to contribute 
what you can to the Eaſe and Cheerfulneſs 


of Mankind in general. But do you indeed 


think, that it would be better for the World 
to have all fear of future puniſhment baniſh'd 
out of it? Would Men be more careful of 
their own Honour and Reputation, more juſt 


and true to one anether, leſs inſolent and op- 
preſſive in a high ſtation, or more patient and 


ſubmiſſive in a low condition; were they ſure 
never to be called to an account hereafter 
for their falſnood, injuſtice, cruelty, or any 
other wickedneſs or abomination. they were 


guilty of here? No certainly! the terrors of 
the Lord, whether true or falſe, are not alto- 
gether vain with regard to the welfare and 
quict of Men in this World, ſince by conſtant 


experience in every Age, tis found, that the 


dread 


(93) 
dread of a Judgment to come hath ſuppreſſed 
abundance of wickedneſs, which no human 
puniſhments could have reached; and a great 
deal more, which the fear of all that Man 
could inflict would not have been ſufficient 
to reſtrain. 


I'T is better not to be at all, than to be 
miſerable, that muſt be granted; and con- 
ſequently, were there no other choice to be 
made, you have certainly choſer the better 
®part : But if any other ſtate be poſſible ; if we 
may live again, and be happy, and cant for 
ever, (as *tis eaſily conceived we may) why 
ſhould we not defire Happineſs and Immorta- 
lity in another World, when we are conſtant- 
ly wiſhing for them in this, where we know at 
the ſame time that it is utterly impoſſible to 
obtain either ? Could we ſecure but one of 
theſe Bleſſings to our ſelves here, we ſhould 
have more reaſon than we now have for 
looking no farther. Were we perfettly eaſy 
and joyful all the while we lived, we ſhould 
have a fairer excuſe for not conſedering our 
latter end, tor not thinking of any change that 
is to come : Or were we ſure of being immor- 
tal here, lowever the Pleaſures and Troubles 
of Life were blended, we {ſhould be better 
' juſtified in not deſiring to quit the preſent 
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(94) | 
poſſeſſion of a poor wretched being, where 
the Evil is ſweetned with ſome returns of 
Good, for a more glorious and perfect ſtate 
hereafter. But, ſince none of us can be ei- 
ther happy, or immortal, in this World, with 
what ſhew of Reaſon can we pretend to de- 
ſpiſe a future State? Nay, how is it poſſible 
for us to be willing to part with all our 
hopes of entring upon a new Scene, after this 
is ſhut up? How can we be content tolay 
our ſelves down to ſleep, with a full aſſu- 
rance that we ſhall never wake any more ? 
Or, how can we be pleaſed to go into the 
land of darkneſs, without ever wiſhing to ſee 
the light again? Theſe are not zatural 
Thoughts; ſuch a proſpect as this does no 
ways ſatisfy our Reaſon, our Imagination, or 


our Deſire. And therefore it is much better 


for you not to think, or reaſon at all about 
the matter, if you are afraid of being con- 


vinced, that there is a future State. You 


had much better ſhut your Eyes before you 
come to the Precipice, and leap boldly into 
the Gulph, than ſtand upon the brink doubt- 
ing, and trembling, and looking about, and 


ſearching every where for Arguments to per- 


ſuade your ſelves, that *tis poſſible you may 


THE 


6979 
IT HE true proper Views of the Soul are 


Hajpineſs, and Immortality; and no Man 
willingly foregoes the hapes of either. Mor- 
tality can no more be out firſt chqice than M. 
ſery ; but, if we muſt die, 'tis natural ta wiſh 
that we may nat die, and be miſerable too: 
And this is the genuine reſult of all that ever 
has been, or ever can be, ſaid againſt a Life, 
and a Judgment to come, And therefore I 

cannot but conclude, that, if you are Men of 
Senſe and Reaſan, and will give your ſelves. 
leave ſeriouſly to weigh the argument T have 

laid before you, you muſt needs acknowledge 
that there is 4 future State; or, at leaſt, that 
it is very reaſonable to believe ſo, ne 
you may wiſh it were otherwiſe. 


AND, if you find your ſelves diſpoſed to 
yield to the proof that has been given of this 
Doctrine, let not this poor ſingle Prejudice 
overbear your Underſtanding, That the Per- 
ſon who offers it, is one that believes in Reve- 
lation, tho he has not taken his Argument 
from thence. Do not refuſe to hearken to 
the voice Reaſon, which is plain, becauſe 
you perceive the hazds of a Chriſtian which 
you diſtruſt, Tis the Doctrine of Socrates, 
and of Plato, and Tally, that I propoſe ta you; 
wiſe and learned Men, wha neyer heard af 
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Revelation: Men that were in no reſpect 
byaſs'd by the Saperſtition of the Countries 
where they lived, nor impoſed upon by the 
Craft either of Stateſmen, or Prieſts ; nor de- 
luded by the Tales of Poets. Look into their 
Writings, and ſee with what ſtrength of Rea- 
ſon they aſſert their own Immortality, and 
with what noble confidence they wait for 
another Life. Read over the Diſcourſes that 
Socrates made to his Countrymen juſt before 
his death, and there you will perceive for 
what Hopes /ake he was content to die; with 
what views his Soul was entertain'd, while 
he held the cup of poyſon in his hand ; with 
what glorious expectations he took his leave 
of this World ; with what joy and fatisfa- 
ction he began his flight into the upper Re- 
gions. And is there nothing of this Great 
Man now left ? Not fo much as a 60%, or 
Shade, or any fleeting Image of that exalted 


Soul, which talked, and reaſoned, and acted 


ſo much above the powers of a weak decrepit 
Body, which it deſpiſed, and freely reſigned 
to Duſt and Corruption? It is hard indeed 
to conceive; but this, and many more ſhock- 
ing abſurdities muſt be admitted, if you will 
deny a future State : For you cannot give up 
this Doctrine, without giving up your Reaſon 

8 | at 
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at the ſame time; without renouncing your 
pretenſions to all the advantages and pri vi- 
leges of haman Nature ; and without decla- 
ring, that this whole Syſtem of Things, 
which we call the World, as far as Man's 
Knowledge or Concern reaches, 1s Fee 
vain and uſeleſs. 


BUT, before I preſs you any farther to 
ſubſcribe to this grand Article of 4 future 
State, I will deal fincerely with you, and 
tell you what I apprehend the unavoidable 
conſequence of ſuch Belief will be: And it 
is this; that when you are once thoroughly 
and heartily convinced that here is another 
World, you will never be able to withſtand 
the Proofs that are brought of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion; as I ſhall ſhew you very 
briefly. 


IN the firſt place then it is plain, that 4 
future State of Happineſs and Miſery neceſ- 
ſarily implies ſome preſent Rule of Life, ac- 
cording to which Men are to order their be- 
haviour here, and according to which they 
will be judged hereafter. And where ſhall 
we find this Rule? What Maz ſhall be al- 
lowed to preſcribe to us ? Shall we take 
Plato, or Tull, Seneca, or Epitterms, for our 


O 2 guide? 
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guide? In their Works we may find many 


noble ſtrokes of Natural Religion or Morali- 


ty; but the Scriptures, by the confeſſion of 
all that have read them, whether they be- 
lieve them to be from Heaven, or of Mex, 
contain a fuller, and more perfect draught of 
Morality, than all the Heather Authors to- 


gether. This being granted, there can be 


no diſpute, but we ſhall be better diſpoſed 
to ſubmit to what 1s there written, and ſhall 
take greater ſatisfaction in performing what 
is there required of us, if we can but per- 
ſuade our ſelves that it comes from God him- 


ſelf, from whom we received our Being, and 


by whom we ſhall be rewarded, or puniſhed, 
than we ſhould be if we were to follow on- 
ly the dictates of our 9ws Reaſon, or the 
directions of other Men. 


AND ifwe think it moſt proper to take 
our Rule of living from the Scriftures, and 
endeavour all we can to conform our ſelves 
to the Chriſtiam Morality ; we can have no 


reaſonable Objection againſt the Doctrine of 


a Saviour, through whom we may expect to 
have all our franſgreſſiuns of that Rule par- 
doned; and whowill render our ſincerity and 


„re as acceptable to God as perfect 


zledience. 


NEITHER 


1 
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N EITHER will that which is ini to 
us concerning the Reſurrection of the Body, 
 whenduly conſidered, appear incredibie; on 
the contrary, it will rather ſtrengthen the 
zatural notions we have of a fature State: 
For (as Trlly obſerved in his time) the great 
difficulty that is found in believing ſuch a 
State, ariſes chiefly from hence, That it is 


hard to conceive how the Soul can ſubſiſt by 
it ſelf, without the Body : But when we are 


aſſur ed, that, upon quitting this hoxſe of clay, 
there is a glorious and incorruptible Body to 
be put on, which will be every way ſuitable 
to thoſe ſpiritual faculties, the operation of 
which is very much obſtructed by our preſext 
Bodies, our knowledge of this great Article 

is rendred more eaſy and ſenſi ble. | 


BUT I will enter no farther upon this ſub- 
jet with you, becauſe I am very ſenſible that 
I have already ſet before you more than you 
will be able to digeſt eaſily. I ſhall conclude | 
all with this plain reflection; that, if your 
luſts are too ſtrong to yield to the Prooß of 

a future State, you ought to change your 
Language, and always talk in the ſtyle of 
Unbelevers : You ſhould never, upon any 
occaſion, uſe ſuch words as Virtue, Honour, 


Daty, C onſcience, or the like: You muſt lay 
aide 


a 
5 all notions of Natural Religion, Mora- 
lity, and Juſtice, and fairly own your true 


and only Principles to be theſe, viz. that 


every Man may pleaſe himſelf in what man- 
ner he thinks fit ; and, that every Man may 
purſue his pleaſure, or his intereſ;, whatever 
it be, in any way that he ſhall judge ſafe, oy 


expedient. And then (if you are not very 


much beholden to the Goodneſs of thofe 


that believe another State) you will be ſure 
to find a Hell upon Earth, without the leaſt 
ground to hope that "ou {hall eſcape one 

hereafter. 


